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All Brent maintained schools have a similar approach to meeting the needs of pupils
with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and are supported by the local
authority to ensure that all pupils, regardless of their specific needs, make the best
possible progress in school. All schools are supported to be as inclusive as possible,
with the needs of pupils with SEND being met in a mainstream setting wherever
possible, where families want this to happen. The local authority has described their
local offer for children with SEND in Brent schools at www.brent.gov.uk/localoffer.

Claremont High School Academy are a fully inclusive school which ensures that all
pupils achieve their potential, personally, socially, emotionally and academically in
all areas of the curriculum (regardless of their gender, ethnicity, social background,
religion, sexual identity, physical ability or educational needs).

This document is intended to give you information regarding the ways in which we
ensure we support all of our pupils including those with SEN and disabilities, in order
that they can reach their full potential. It may not list every skill, resource and
technique we employ in order to achieve this, as these are continually developed and
used to modify our provision to meet the changing requirements for individual
children.

Children are identified as having SEND when their progress across the curriculum has
slowed or stopped and the interventions and resources put in place do not enable
improvement. Once this occurs we have specific needs based plans and pupil profiles
which help support their development and accelerate progress.

Other useful documents such as our SEND policy and Disability Accessibility Plan are
available on the school website. If you would like further information about what we
offer here at Claremont High School Academy then please do not hesitate to contact
us directly.

A link to Brent’s Local Offer, their single point of information and advice for children
and young people from 0 to 25 with special educational needs and disabilities and their
families, can be found here: Brent Local Offer.

If you have any queries or comments about anything SEND-related at Claremont High
School Academy, please contact the SENDCos (Special Education Needs Coordinator),
Mr Andy Page or Ms Davidson on the school’s main telephone number (0208 204
4442) or by email on send@claremont-high.org.uk.

Please see below the Claremont High School Academy SEND Information Report


http://www.brent.gov.uk/localoffer
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Claremont High School Academy’s (CHSA) SEND Information Report

1) What kinds of special education needs are provided for at CHSA?

CHSA provides special education needs for pupils who require ‘special
educational provision, namely provision different from or additional to that
normally available to pupils of the same age’ (Code of Practice, 2015; 6.15).
The school provides for pupils with a range of difficulties that fall under the
broad categories of;

- Cognition and Learning

- Communication and Interaction

- Social, Emotional and Mental Health
- Sensory and/or Physical.

2) What are your admission arrangements for students with SEND?

The school operates in line with the SEND Code of Practice and Equality Act
2010, ensuring that students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
are not disadvantaged in the admissions process.

All admissions are managed in accordance with the school’s published
admissions policy.

All students, including those identified as receiving SEND Support (SEN K),
follow the school’s standard admissions procedures as outlined in the
published admissions policy.

For students with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), placement is
determined by the Local Authority, and the school works closely with the
Local Authority to ensure appropriate provision is in place.

The school liaises with primary schools, previous settings, and external
professionals to gather relevant information prior to admission, ensuring a
smooth transition for students with SEND.

Additional transition arrangements are put in place where necessary which
may include enhanced visits, meetings with parents/carers, and liaison with
key staff.

The SEND team works collaboratively with pastoral and teaching staff to
ensure that appropriate strategies and provision are planned ahead of a
student’s start date.

The school is committed to making reasonable adjustments to support

students with SEND, ensuring they can access the curriculum and wider
school life.

3) What are the policies at CHSA for identifying children and young
people with SEND and assessing their needs?




« Achildis considered to have a learning difficulty or disability if he or she has a
significantly greater difficulty in learning across the curriculum than the
majority of others of the same age, or has a disability which prevents or
hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind generally provided
for others of the same age in mainstream schools.

+ Special educational provision is educational provision that is additional to or
different from that made generally for other young people of the same age in
our school.

+ The Academy is informed about any pupils with Education, Health and Care
Plans (EHCPs) entering Year 7 while they are in Year 6 and the Learning
Support team attend Year 6 Annual Reviews when notified by primary
schools.

« Initial identification of non-EHCP pupils with SEND about to join Year 7 usually
occurs in the summer term when visits to primary schools take place and
information is collected from school records and meetings with Year 6
teachers. However, parents of prospective year 7 pupils often attend the
Open Evening in the autumn term of Year 6 to discuss their children’s SEND
needs.

« Standardised tests (Cognitive Ability Tests and reading tests) and
observations from teachers and teaching assistants within the mainstream
lessons are used to identify pupils with SEND. In the autumn term, Key Stage
2 data about students starting in year 7 is used to highlight pupils for 1:1
reading tests. These tests are used to identify areas of potential weakness,
such as difficulties with reading, literal understanding, comprehension or
clarity of writing.

+  Whole school reading tests are also carried out annually for each academic
year group and are used to identify students with potential reading
difficulties.

« Year 7 students who have been identified as requiring additional support with
literacy skills are placed in small intervention groups which focus on
developing reading and writing skills.

« Late entrants to the Claremont in other year groups are tested soon after
arrival.

« Mainstream classroom teachers are able to raise concerns with the SENDCo
about students in any year group in line with the graduated approach to
identifying and working with pupils who may have SEND.

« Parents/carers are also welcome to raise concerns about their child with the
SENDCo.

+ Please see the school’s SEND policy which is on the school website (from the
Home page, click on the “Welcome’ tab, followed by ‘Policies’ and then the
link to the Plan).

4) What are the arrangements for consulting with parents of children
with SEND and involving them in their child’s education?




Subject teachers are available to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns
you may have within a particular subject.

Teaching Assistants (TAs) Form Tutors and the Pupil Progress Manager for the
relevant year group, and both SENDCos are available to discuss your child’s
progress or any concerns/worries you may have.

Students with EHCPs will be linked with a member of staff from the Learning
Support department who will act as their keyworker who meets with the
students on a regular basis and are also available to communicate with
parents.

All information from outside professionals will be discussed with you with the
person involved directly, or where this is not possible, in a report.

Individual support plans will be reviewed with your involvement each term, at
parents’ evenings and at other points in the school year.

EHCPs will be reviewed annually with you.

Homework may be adjusted as needed to your child’s individual needs.

The school planner may be used to support communication with you,

when this has been agreed to be useful for you and your child.

Parents are informed and encouraged to support shared goals at home.

5) What are the arrangements for consulting with young people with
SEND and involving them in their education?

Children who have individual support plans discuss their progress and needs
and set targets with the relevant staff.

If your child has an EHCP their views will be sought before any review
meetings and they will be invited to attend if they are able to.

Pupils with an EHCP each have a link Teaching Assistant (TA) who they meet
with regularly to discuss their progress and needs.

Regular conversations with pupils with SEND on their views regarding their
progress and learning across the curriculum. These conversations often
take place during small group support lessons with SEND teacher or with a
teaching assistant.

Annual Parents’ Evening meetings and Pastoral Review day are opportunities
where students who receive additional support can discuss their progress
with the relevant Learning Support staff member.

6) What are the arrangements for assessing and reviewing pupils’
progress towards outcomes, including opportunities available to work
with parents and pupils as part of this assessment and review?




+  Your child’s academic progress is continually monitored by his/her subject
teacher.

+ His/her academic progress is reviewed formally every term and a teacher
assessed level given for that subject.

« Children at SEN Support, and those with an EHCP, will have an Individual
Education Plan (IEP) which will be reviewed termly. The IEP will include steps
needed to meet student’s longer-term outcomes.

+ Those students who receive additional literacy support will carry out a
reading test on a termly basis to determine areas of progress and this
progress is communicated with parents regularly.

« The progress of children with an EHCP is formally reviewed at an Annual
Review meeting with all adults involved with the child’s education.

+  Fortnightly Inclusion Board meetings take place to review pupil progress
including pupils with SEND as a distinct group.

« The SENDCo will also monitor and check that your child is making good
progress within any individual work and group intervention that they take
partin.

7) What arrangements are in place for supporting pupils in moving
between phases of education and in preparing for adulthood?




* We recognise that transitions can be difficult for a child with SEND and take
steps to ensure that any transition is a smooth as possible.

* If your child is moving to another school we will contact the school SENCO
and ensure he/she knows about any special arrangements or support that
needs to be made for your child.

* If moving classes in school information about how to support your child in
class will be shared with the new teachers.

* InYears6and11

o The SENDCo, or another member of the Learning Support staff, will
attend the transition meetings to discuss the specific needs of your
child with the SENDCo of their primary school.

o Extra transition sessions will be arranged as necessary.

o Your child will do focused learning about aspects of transition to
support their understanding of the changes ahead.

o Where possible your child will visit their new school and in some cases
staff from the new school will visit your child in this school.

o With our feeder schools and those primary schools sending a large
number of pupils to join us, we run a programme to aid the transition
for all pupils, and specifically for the more vulnerable pupils.

o We liaise closely with staff when receiving and transferring children to
different schools ensuring all relevant paperwork is passed on and all
needs are discussed and understood.

o We work closely with the School Careers officer to prepare pupils for
their transition at the end of Key Stage 4.

o Inyear 11, careers advice is prioritised for pupils with SEND.

o Support with completing applications is provided for students with SEND
and students with EHCPs for those students choosing to study elsewhere
for post 16 settings.

What is the approach to teaching pupils with SEND at CHSA?

« All staff, including subject teachers, have high expectations of all our students,
including those with SEND.

« Teaching staff receive regular training on developing teaching and learning
strategies associated with different areas of SEND.

« Subject teachers plan lessons according to the specific needs of all groups of
children in their class, and will ensure that your child’s needs are met.

« SEND information is shared with classroom teachers to ensure support and
learning strategies are consistently met across the curriculum.

+ Specially trained support staff can adapt or modify the teachers’ planning to
support the needs of your child where necessary in class.

+ Specific resources and strategies will be used to support your child
individually and in groups.

+ Most learning takes place within the classroom and regular timetabled
lessons for all students, including those with SEND. Where suitable, some
students have small group intervention sessions or 1:1 support a small
number of times per week.

+  Most students with SEND have support provided in-class, either through well
differentiated teaching and/or TA support within the lesson.




9) How are adaptations made to the curriculum and the learning
environment of pupils with SEND?

All the buildings are accessible to children with physical disability. There are
lifts in two of the six main teaching areas and where there are not, a majority
of lessons can and are taught on the ground floors. There is wheelchair access
to all of the teaching blocks within the school and disabled toilets in several
areas of the school.

Further information about the accessibility of the school to students can be
found in our Accessibility Plan which is on the school website (from the Home
page, click on the “Welcome’ tab, followed by ‘Policies’ and then the link to
the Plan).

Students identified at the start of year 7 with difficulties relating to literacy
(such as reading, producing written pieces or inference) receive small group
support approximately three times over the two-week timetable, and this is
reviewed termly.

In years 8 and 9 a small number of students who are identified as having
literacy-based difficulties will receive small group intervention lessons in place
of learning a Modern Foreign Language. This is managed by the Learning
Support department.

In years 10 and 11 some students will have Option Support lessons, focusing
on literacy and numeracy skills and keeping up with their other schoolwork, in
place of an option subject where it is felt they will benefit from such an
intervention.

Exam access arrangements are provided for those students who have been
identified as requiring some specific support as their normal way of working
in exam situations.

10) What expertise and staff training is there to support pupils with
SEND, and how is specialist expertise secured?




« Our SENDCo is a fully qualified teacher and gained the Post-graduate SENDCo
accreditation in January 2016.

+ We have recently appointed a second SENCo (previously Deputy SENCo)
who is also a Specialist Dyslexia Teacher (Level 5 Dyslexia qualification).

« We have two SEND teachers who specialise in specific areas of SEN,
including Speech and Language support and Literacy support.

+ Brent Visual Impairment and Hearing Services provides training and support
for staff working with children with visual and/or hearing impairments
throughout the year.

« Brent Outreach Autism Team provides training and support for staff working
with children with autistic spectrum disorder throughout the year.

« All of our TAs receive on-going training across a range of SEND areas.

+ We have access to support from Brent Educational Psychology Service for
students who have a high level of need, and a Speech and Language
Therapist, providing additional expertise, support and training for students
with an EHCP.

«  Where need be, the school will seek expertise and additional training or
support to meet the needs of a pupil, such as using external specialist
assessors.

« Classroom teachers receive regular training around various aspects of Special
Educational Needs.

11) How do you evaluate the effectiveness of your provision for pupils
with SEND?

O Itis envisaged that pupils with SEND attend the same lessons and activities as




pupils who do not have SEND. Most of the support for pupils with SEND is
provided in their regular, timetabled lessons alongside their peers.

« The progress of students with SEND is also tracked on a termly basis via the
school database (Go4Schools) and any issues of concern raised with relevant
staff and in Inclusion Team meetings.

+ The SENDCos work closely with Pupil Progress Managers (PPMs) to monitor
students who have significant barriers to learning and identify strategies
and action points to help meet their needs, including referrals to outside
agencies where appropriate.

« At all stages, pupils are also regularly monitored in their additionally
supported lessons. There are regular Learning Support Team meetings at
which specific students are discussed, information shared and ways forward
to further progress are agreed.

+ The effectiveness of the school’s learning support provision is monitored in
various ways, which include:

o monitoring reading test scores o monitoring
internal and external exam results o monitoring
pupils’ school attainment grades o monitoring
movement between sets

o termly progress tracking via the school
database, Go 4 Schools o effort monitoring

o targeted support plan reviews o annual
reviews of pupils with an EHCP o Inclusion Team
meetings o feedback from external agencies o
feedback from parents and pupils

o work scrutiny and book looks o learning
walks

o Interviews with students with SEND

12) How are pupils with SEND enabled to engage in activities available
with pupils who do not have SEND?




It is envisaged that pupils with SEND attend the same lessons and activities as
pupils who do not have SEND. Most of the support for pupils with SEND is
provided in their regular, timetabled lessons alongside their peers.
Extra-curricular activities are available to all students within the school.
Where need be, a TA may accompany a pupil with SEND to such activities in
order for that pupil to access the activity.

All children are included in all parts of the school curriculum wherever
reasonably possible, and we aim for all children to be included on school
trips. We will provide the necessary reasonable support to ensure that this is
successful.

Arisk assessment is carried out prior to any off-site activity to ensure
everyone’s health & safety will not be compromised. In the unlikely event
that it is considered unsafe for a child to take part in an activity, then
alternative activities which will cover the same curriculum areas will be

provided in school.

13) How does the school ensure accessibility with students with SEND?

The school is committed to providing an inclusive environment in line with
the Equality Act 2010, and has an Accessibility Plan in place, which is
reviewed regularly.

The school’s Accessibility Plan is available here; https://claremont-
high.org.uk/docs/Accessibility Plan ___ Policy.pdf

The school site is designed, where possible, to be accessible to all students,
including those with physical disabilities, with adjustments made as required
and where possible.

Reasonable adjustments are made to ensure that students with SEND can
access the curriculum, including adaptations to teaching approaches,
teaching and learning strategies and resources.

Staff are supported to adapt learning to meet a range of needs, ensuring
that all students can engage with lessons and make progress.

The school ensures that information is accessible to students and
parents/carers, including through adapted formats where necessary.

The school works closely with external agencies and professionals to
support accessibility for individual students where required.

The school aims to remove barriers to learning and participation so that all
students can achieve their full potential.

14) What support is there for improving the emotional and social
development of pupils, and how do you prevent bullying?
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+ We are an inclusive school; we welcome and celebrate diversity. The staff
believe that children having high self-esteem is crucial to a child’s wellbeing.
We have a caring, understanding team looking after our children.

« The PPM has overall responsibility for the pastoral, medical and social
welfare of every child in their year group.

+ The PPMs and Deputy PPMs (DPPMs) are supported in the pastoral and social
welfare of the children by the Form Tutors for their year group, who meet the
children twice a day, in morning and afternoon registrations.

« Parents’ first point of contact should be the Form Tutor or PPM. If further
support is required, the PPM or Form Tutor liaises with the SENDCos for
further advice and support. This may involve working alongside outside
agencies such as Health and Social Care, and/or specialist educational
services.

+  For pupils with SEND, parents may also seek the SENDCo or link TA as a first
point of contact.

« Children who experience difficulties with attending school may also be
supported by the staff in the Pastoral Support Team which work closely with
each year group’s pastoral team and the SEND department.

« We have access to school counsellors and staff mentors, through the pupil
support team, where additional or specialised, emotional support is required.
Students can also be referred to the school’s Place2Be counselling service.

« The school and the Pastoral Team take issues with bullying very seriously and
aim to be proactive in dealing with any such incidents.

15) How does CHSA involve other services and bodies in meeting the
needs of pupils with SEND and supporting their families?




+  We work with many other services in meeting the needs of pupils with SEND
and supporting their families.
- Presently we work with the agencies listed below:

Paid for centrally by the Local Authority but delivered in school:

+ Brent Outreach Autism Team (BOAT)

+ Educational Psychology Service (EPS)

+ Brent Deaf and Hearing-Impaired Service (BDHIS)

« Brent Visual Impairment Service (BVIS)

« Speech and Language Therapy for those children with an EHC Plan (provided
by Health but paid for by the Local Authority).

« Ashley College (delivered away from CHSA)

« Brent Inclusion Service

Provided and paid for by the Health Service (NHS Trust) but delivered in school:

« School nurse
+  Physiotherapy
+  Occupational therapy

Agencies supporting CHSA pupils away from, but funded by, school:

+  The Roundwood School
« The Jubilee Academy

16) What arrangements are in place for handling complaints from
parents of pupils with SEND about the provision made at CHSA?

* If you wish to discuss your child’s special education needs or are unhappy
about any issues regarding the school’s response to meeting these needs
please contact the following:

* SENCo (Mr Andy Page: andrew.page@claremont-high.org.uk)

¢ SENCo (Ms Treasa Davidson: treasa.davidson@claremont-high.org.uk

* General SEND enquiries: send@claremont-high.org.uk

* Your child’s PPM

* The subject teacher or head of department, if appropriate

» The Deputy Headteacher responsible for Learning Support (Ms Alice Toft:
alice.toft@claremont-high.org.uk)

* The school Governor responsible for SEND/Inclusion (Anisah
Pathan) admin@claremont-high.org.uk, marked for her
attention)
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SENDIASS: Brent SEND Information Advice and Support Service is also
available to support parents/carers of pupils with SEND; 0208 937 3434,
sendias@brent.gov.uk.
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