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It has been a pleasure to read some amazing applications which 
show the academic talent and ambition of our students.  Moreover,  
it has been fantastic to see the range of extra-curricular activities - 
volunteering, sports, drama, mentoring, fundraising and travelling - 
that our students have been involved with during their time at 
Claremont.  Over 35 teachers have written excellent references for 
our students and all the applications have been checked by Mr 
Molloy, Ms Thomas and Ms Boughey.  As usual, students have 
applied for a range of courses at universities up and down the 
country.  We have students applying for International Business, 
Philosophy, Law, Biomedical Science, Engineering, History, Law and 
Neuroscience to name but a few.  
 
Five students have applied for Medicine and Dentistry courses (the 
most competitive of all courses with 11 applicants for each place) 
and all have been shortlisted for interviews.  One student has an 
offer from St George's.  The other students will find out if they have 
been successful in the next few months.  8 students applied to 
Oxford and Cambridge this year with 4 being shortlisted for 
interview.  Two students have been offered places to study Maths 
and Chemistry at Oxford.  Over the next two months, our students 
will continue to receive offers from universities and decide on 
their choices. We wish everyone every success and are incredibly 
proud of all their efforts so far this year! 
 

  Mr Burns, UCAS Co-ordinator 
  Ms Francis, UCAS Administrator  

 

 

A fabulous if hectic start to the year with so much going on for our 
sixth form team and students; from working in university science 
labs to participating in debates at local and city council venues. 
There has of course been an emphasis on the academic last term 
with mock exams progress reviews, BRAG, and of course the 
UCAS process for Year 13. Yet again this year there have been a 
large number of students applying to the top universities and, as 
a result, interviews have been taking place for Dentistry, 
Medicine, and at Oxbridge. Two of the six applicants for Oxbridge  
were successful in their interviews and have been offered places 
at Oxford to read Chemistry and Maths respectively.  We are 
delighted for them and will help and support them in their aim to 
achieve the grades they need. Of the 126 students in Year 13 
who have applied for University, over a third have already 
received at least three university offers with 25 already getting 
offers for all of their choices. 
 
We are equally as ambitious for our Year 12 cohort who we will 
be encouraging to reach for the top in all they are endeavouring 
to achieve and, in order to ensure they are the complete article 
for their interviews, we are once again encouraging them to get 
involved in a range of extra activities to give them that edge in 
their UCAS applications. They all have Mock exams in March 
which will allow them and us to gauge the progress they are 
making with the new linear A levels. This Clarion gives you just a 
taste of the many activities that are available for our students.  
If we had included everything it would have been a book, so 
please encourage them to enjoy what is on offer and share their 
experiences with you. 
 
I hope you enjoy the reading about our students and if you feel 
there are things we can add, or that you can offer our sixth form, 
please do get in touch. 
 

B. M. Thomas, Deputy Headteacher i/c Sixth Form 
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We have sent 126 

applications to UCAS 

this year in time for the 

January 15th 2017 equal 

consideration deadline. 

Students receiving their  

Jack Petchey Awards 

at Brent Civic Centre 
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 FORM CHARITY 
The team have been off to a fantastic start. Last 
year we presented in each college assembly to 
introduce each college's charity of the year, which 
were WWF, St Luke's Hospice, CLIC Sargent, 
and Rainbow Trust. We were also able to start 
raising money for all the charities before the 
Christmas break with events such as Christmas 
jumper day, Face painting, and Do your own 
'Rainbrows'.  
 
This new year we are looking forward to raising 
more money for our college charities with two big 
upcoming events: a massive chocolate sale and a 
teachers vs students basketball match.     Be sure 
not to miss it. Hafsa Jalisi 
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GERMAN 
Our wonderful German A2 students reaped the rewards from their 
hard work and commitment, achieving very promising results in their 
Mock exams with two pupils only one mark away from the next 
grade up. 
 

Following on from former Head Girl Devika last year, we are so 
proud of Khadija who has received all 5 of her offers to study 
German and History next year. This will include the amazing 
opportunity of a year abroad in Germany.  
 

A huge well done to Abital and Jude too who have also secured 
places at Oxford and City University and SOAS respectively due to 
their hard work in their other subjects and German.  
 

A huge well done/ sehr gut gemacht from the German department 
and keep up the hard work.       
   Ms Green/ Frau P and Ms Heather 

 

This year the French department organised a trip to a London 
cultural centre to see the very poignant and moving story of a 
young French girl's escape from France during the Second 
World War.  Although the film was very distressing it provided 
an invaluable insight into the lives of French people during the 
occupation, a topic we study in French through the film "Au 
revoir les enfants".   
 

Year 12 will also be participating in a one week work 
experience trip to France, where pupils will work in a truly 
French setting and will not only improve their language skills 
but also have real exposure to the world of work and French 
culture.  An invaluable experience on many levels. 
 

Year 12 and 13 will also be working together to help improve 
their confidence in speaking, having debates on current 
affairs and literary texts studied.   
 

Finally, the French teachers would like to acknowledge Vivien 
MacDonald's dedication and unrelenting interest in the 
subject, which has been evident in the excellent progress that 
she has made.  She has given presentations on a vast 
number of current affairs issues that most pupils would 
struggle to perform in their mother tongue. Bravo, Vivien, et 
continue ainsi!   
    

Ms B. Abrahams 

 

 

The Future University Group has been working hard 

this year to develop skills associated with top students at top 
universities. We have been engaged in target setting and activities 
which help us think about how to go "above and beyond" in our 
subjects. The university interview process is about selecting 
academically accomplished people, but also well rounded, highly 
motivated and passionate students. 
 

The FUS Group has enjoyed many discussion groups led by 
different members of staff on such diverse topics as feminism, 
cultural appropriation, philosophy, art, and the American Presidential 
Election. Most of us predicted a Hillary victory - how wrong can we 
be!! 
 

During the course of this Spring Term we will be working on actual 
questions taken from the Oxbridge entrance exam - these questions 
are both subject-specific and more general. The aim is more to 
develop skills in formulating coherent answers and then articulating 
thoughts, as opposed to getting to the same answer that the 
interviewer arrives at. 
 

During the Summer Term we will be visiting Magdalen College 
Oxford for a guided tour and more workshops on the entrance 
process to a top university. In June the "University Open Day"  
will be available to all Year 12. A group a world-class academics 
from various universities will come to school to deliver lectures 
around their field of expertise to give our students a chance to see 
what a university lecture is like. 
 

Feedback from the FUS group is positive, and students feel it is a 
worthwhile exercise. Though the group is made up predominantly  
of the top achievers based on GCSE results, we would welcome 
anyone who wants to make use of and join in our activities.      
 

D. RUDD 

 

After Claremont  - Dalia Abboud, First Year, Pharmacy, UCL 
You'll be pleased to know that I got 100% in my first chem assignment mcq online -which contributes to final grade.  We will get our 
paracetamol practical mark tomorrow – but this won’t contribute any way towards our final grade. I achieved 80% in my first bio 
practical, which does count towards my final.  The last time we were gowned up in sterile labs no one could breathe it was sooo bad.  
We had to be freakishly clean and I accidently sprayed too much ethanol on my gloves and it didn’t dry off. We made eye drops and 
intravenous injection which was fun, but I'd rather be the one giving out meds than making them. I am always the first one to finish the 
extemporaneous products and I get it all right, then I leave early and act like a boss. 

 



 

 

 

  

 

Since September, fifteen young women from Year 12 have been participating in the Fearless  
Futures programme, which aims to equip young women with tools to understand gender  
as well as individual and societal barriers to women’s equality.  In January these students  
created and delivered a workshop based on their learning and experiences to a group of Year 9 females, which aimed to get them to 
understand their fears, challenge them and empower a community of younger students. 
 

Another group of Year 12 students have been participating in the Brent befriending service. This is a social service for isolated and lonely 
older people. The Year 12 volunteers visit their client every Monday; offering general support and spending time listening to the older 
person, having tea, cake and a chat. 
 

Earlier this year, students participated in sessions based around VESPA. The VESPA programme develops the characteristics which 
make a student more likely to succeed in the Sixth Form, helping students adapt their behaviour and mindsets in order to realise their full 
potential. The programme provides students with the tools for growth through developing their Vision, Effort, Systems, Practice and 
Attitude.  
 

More recently the whole of the Sixth Form participated in two RSE sessions, delivered through the PSHEE department. These sessions 
explored attitudes and values and developed students’ skills in order to empower them to make positive decisions about their health 
related behaviour. It also focused on the importance of communication within relationships.  
 

In addition to the above students have signed up to many university outreach programmes, physiotherapy workshops, ‘Safe Drive Stay 
Alive’, which focused on the important issue of road safety, attended Question time and model united nations sessions, and some even 
took over Brent Council for a day. 
 

Over the next few months students will have sessions on the themes of; Finance, Careers, and Higher Education.  
 

Ms A. Newton 

After Claremont - What are our Science alumni up to? 
Sriluxmi- 3rd Year Material Sciences at Queen Mary’s University, London 
"Third year is going very well and I am really enjoying my project. My supervisor also did his PhD at UCL.   My project is “Investigating alkali 
metal doping of vanadium dioxide thin films by sol-gel”. I now have the marks for my literature review and have achieved 85% and am now in 
the labs most of the time making thin films.  The third year is much better as the projects that I've been working on have been much more 
interesting and I feel more engaged."      

 
 

Coca Cola European Partners’ Workshop and Apprenticeship Scheme 
 

On Monday 23rd January, representatives from CCEP ran a two hour workshop for thirty 
year 13 students.  As well as providing them with an opportunity to win a place on the 
company’s apprenticeship scheme, it was a fantastic way for students to gain valuable 
workplace skills such as those related to self-promotion and persuasive speaking. 
 

Students were able to learn more about CCEP’s business and the employment 
opportunities within the industry and to gain a unique insight into CCEP and the 
departmental structure of a large corporation. Students were also helped to start thinking 
about their future career paths and the wealth of opportunities open to them. 

 

KS5 Corner 
As the festive season is now over, and 
students in 6th form prepare for mocks 
and upcoming exams, we have also had 
a chance to listen to an inspirational talk 
on behalf of Amnesty International. The 
speaker, Sam Nadel, enlightened us on 
the migrant crisis happening across 
Syria, and talked a bit about the 
Woman's March - the global protest 
protecting woman's rights. Some 
students in Year 12/13 attended the 
march across London and found the day 
very enjoyable. Moreover, the 
volunteers for the Befrienders scheme 
have just had their first meet and greet. 
On Monday the 23rd, a handful of Year 
12s made their way to an elderly 
peoples’ home to provide some 
company and support. They found it very 
educational and enjoyed listening to 
their stories!  
 

Chunekshi Wimalasuriya 

 

  

  

Shyam, First year, Medicinal Chemistry, Warwick 
Just enjoying lab work! 

 

   

Mikesh, First year, Medicinal Chemistry at UCL 
 

 
 

Making Tetra 
phenyl porphyrin   

(TPP) 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

My Return to Primary school…. 
 

For disability awareness week, I was asked by my ex-primary school, Byron Court, 
to come in and give a talk to some of their classes about my achievements and 
challenges as a visual impaired student.  At first I was a little nervous going back 
there, although I don’t really know why.  The main building looked much smaller 
than I remembered and new buildings had been erected.  Classrooms, the library, 
staffroom and music departments have all moved to different parts of the school.   
Some of the staff at reception recognised me which was nice. 
 

I was introduced to a Year 6 class where I talked about my sight and how by not 
having full sight I am still able to get around my school building and attend all my 
classes unassisted. I’ve achieved my GCSE’s and I am now taking A-levels and 
hoping to go on to a University of my choice to study Law.  I told them that I still 
play Cricket, as I used to in primary school, and any sports that I want to.  I use 
the computer and game consoles just like they do.                                                   

 
I told them that although I was offered a guide-dog, I didn’t want one, I wanted to be as independent as possible.  I told 
them that my Teaching Assistant has helped me by adapting materials to enable me to access the curriculum. I 
explained about the use of laptops, tablets and special equipment that has made working a little bit easier, but now I 
mainly use my tablet and phone. They asked what I can see so I demonstrated a possible view by getting them to cover 
their right eye, make a fist with their left hand and hold it up to their left eye, and they got the picture. They asked me if I 
was ever teased because of my sight but I explained that I had a lot of good 
friends from my primary school, still with me in secondary school, and they all 
understand and help me out if I need it.  
 
I went on to a Year 5 and Year 3 class where the childrens’ questions were 
more about “What team I support?” and what sort of car I want to drive…. I 
explained that hopefully I will have a chauffeur driven car, or a car that is voice 
activated that will just take me to my destination. They asked a lot about what 
my favourite subjects and teachers were at primary school.  All in all this was a 
really good visit. I am looking forward to coming back to Claremont in the future, 
as a Lawyer, to talk about all my achievements. 
     

    Callum Edwards, 6
th

 Form 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

YEAR 12 
   FEBRUARY Preparation Exam Skills 

   MARCH Elevate Preparation Session 

   APRIL  Subject Focus Study Groups 
  FUSC Debate Programme 
  Mock 2 

   MAY    External Exams 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 13 
 

  FEBRUARY   Elevate Exam Preparation 

  MARCH/APRIL   Consolidation of Study Skills 
    Mock 2 
 
   MAY    External Exams 

 

Half-Term 13th to 17th February 2017  

Pupils return normal time Monday 20th February 

UCAS Convention Day – Wednesday, 15th March 

Friday 31st March – last day of term 

Tuesday, 18th April – First day of term – Staff Inset – NO PUPILS IN SCHOOL 

Wednesday, 19th April – students return to school normal time 

 


