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The Curriculum at Claremont High School  

  
To provide every child with the opportunity to realise their full potential  

  
Curriculum Intent                
At Claremont High School Academy the curriculum is designed to provide every child with the opportunity to 
establish lifelong learning for lifelong achievement.  Claremont has an academic curriculum with vocational 
pathways which encourages breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding for all.  Our inclusive curriculum 
creates resilient individuals with transferable knowledge and skills and the confidence to question and 
challenge.    
  
The purpose of our learning curriculum is to create confident individuals who are able to engage with and have 
the required skills to succeed in the world of further and higher education and eventually the workforce.  As 
adults, they will be financially aware, technologically safe and understand how to remain healthy in body, mind 
and relationships. Finally, our students will be able to face the world with a cultural and moral awareness of our 
multi ethnic society and their participation in it.  

   
Curriculum Principles  
Breadth and Choice  
Pupils make guided choices throughout KS3, 4 and 5 to ensure they are studying an ambitious course that suits 
their interests and ability.  This contributes to high pupil engagement and commitment to the subject which 
leads to high positive outcomes.   

• Language option – year seven  
• KS4 full option choices – year nine    

Our curriculum does not have ability pathways; the GCSE offer is broad and balanced with option choices to 
suit pupils of all abilities including SEND and DA pupils     E.g.   Triple Science and Combined 
Science,  Economics, and Business,     Computing and IT  
At Keystage Five we offer a range of A levels and Vocational subjects which accommodate pupils of all abilities 
subject to successfully achieving the entrance criteria ensuring the right students are on the right course. We 
currently offer 27 Level 3 qualifications.  
  
Ambition  
The National Curriculum and more is studied at KS3 and exam specifications are followed at KS4 and KS5.     At 
KS3, pupils study a wide range of subjects from eight curriculum areas: Mathematics and Numeracy, English 
Language, Literature and Literacy, Languages, Sciences, Religious and Moral Education, Humanities, Arts and 
Technology, specialising in their chosen subjects at KS4.  
Our curriculum is ambitious throughout.  In year seven, pupils study two languages, either French and Spanish 
or German and Spanish.   At Keystage four, between 80 and 90% of pupils study either French, German or 
Spanish with similar numbers therefore qualifying for the Ebacc.  Significant  numbers study Separate Science 
and Economics.   At Keystage Five we offer A levels in the Sciences, Mathematics, Further Mathematics, 
Economics and MFL; notably the most difficult Alevels.  
  
  
Inclusivity  
Our curriculum is highly inclusive and allows for diversity of content, material and ideas within subject areas 
and across the wider school.  The provision recognises pupils differ by race, gender, religion, sexuality and 
other protected characteristics.  The curriculum aims to create equity for all students, recognising that socio-
economic and other circumstances can create disadvantages for pupils and result in gaps in learning when 
compared to their peers which we aim to close by ensuring that they have equal exposure to same ambitious 
curriculum as all other pupils and are supported where appropriate in accessing this.   
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Reading to Learn  
Our curriculum is built to ensure all pupils have access to the skills needed to be phonically aware and to be able 
to decode words.  This underpins the principle that in developing these foundational stages our pupils’ working 
memories will be maximised. This strategic approach means that all our pupils can focus on the inference and 
comprehension of the text they encounter across subjects.  
  
  

School Values:  
  
At Claremont our curriculum is supported by our values:  
  
Enjoyment: providing a safe and secure environment where individual learners thrive as confident, 
independent and informed citizens of the future.  
Perseverance: providing challenging and rigorous standards of academic achievement, enabling pupils to make 
choices for future learning based on a range of academic and applied skills.  
Aspiration: providing a broad, balanced and challenging curriculum through innovative and quality teaching, 
strengthened by our exciting and stimulating specialisms.  
 Respect: fostering genuine community cohesion and a set of traditional values based on discipline and mutual 
respect where we value the unique contributions of parents and carers.  
 Excellence: appointing the best staff who are innovative, skilled and whose enthusiasm for facing the 
challenges of education in the 21st Century is unparalleled.   
  
  

Subjects  
Key stage 3  
During the first three years at Claremont High School Academy all pupils follow the KS3 National Curriculum 
and study: English, Maths, Science, History, Geography, Philosophy & Religious Education, Computing, Design 
Technology/ Food/ CAD CAM rotation, Art and Design, Music, Drama, Physical Education, French/Spanish or 
German/Spanish, Personal, Social & Health Education.  
  
Key stage 4  
All pupils study a core curriculum: GCSE English, GCSE Maths, GCSE Combined Science, Physical Education, 
Personal, Social & Health Education, Philosophy & Religious Education.  
  
Pupils choose four additional subjects:  either History or Geography, French, German or Spanish and two subjects 
from the following list:  
GCSE Art & Design  
GCSE Business  
GCSE Computer Science  
GCSE Design and Technology  
GCSE Drama  
GCSE Economics (Yr10 only)  
GCSE Food & Nutrition  
GCSE Geography  
GCSE History  
Cambridge National Information Technology  
GCSE Music  
GCSE Physical Education  
GCSE Religious Education  
GCSE Separate Sciences  
GCSE Sociology  
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Most of the pupils study nine GCSE subjects.  
  
Key Stage 5  
Students in the sixth form can choose an A-level pathway, Level 3 vocational pathway (BTEC or Cambridge 
National) or a combined A-level and vocational pathway, depending on their results at GCSE and choice of 
subjects.    Most of our students study three level 3 courses, although occasionally students will choose to study 
4. All level 3 (A level / Vocational) courses are allocated 9 hours of teaching per subject in the two-week 

timetable.   
  
A full list of Level 3 courses:   
• Art and Design   
• Biology   
• Business   
• Chemistry   
• Computer Science   
• Design and Technology - Product Design   
• Economics   
• English Literature   
• Geography   
• Health and Social Care CTEC   
• History   
• Maths   
• Maths (Further)   
• Modern Foreign Languages   
• Music   
• Philosophy, Religion and Ethics   
• Physics   
• Politics   
• Psychology   
• Sociology   
• Spanish   
• Theatre Studies   
• Applied Science CTEC   
• Business BTEC   
• ICT BTEC   
  
 

Marking and Assessment  
All Departments must meet the minimum requirements outlined below:   
   
Termly assessments    
KS3 subjects to be assessed and teacher feedback given as a minimum once a term and recorded on 
Go4schools. (Core subjects should have half termly assessments and teacher feedback)   
KS4 and 5 subjects assessed and teacher feedback given as a minimum once a half term and recorded on 
Go4schools.   
   
Teacher presence in books   
SMART teacher comments that demonstrate how to make progress with work and presentation.   
   
Self and/or peer assessment   
Self and/or peer assessment is evident within a topic    
   
Dedicated Improvement and Reflection Time (DIRT)   
Opportunities should be given for pupils to reflect and improve their work within a topic.   
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Literacy Marking Code   
Literacy Marking Code is evident where applicable   
 
New Topics  
New topics must be clearly signposted (Clear titles, title page or topic sheet)   
   
Assessments   
Assessments may be kept in books or folders for pupils in all keystages   
   
Presentation  
Teachers will check for quality of presentation with a minimum of two formal checks a year.    
   
 KS5 Assessment folders   
Assessment folders should be used to file assessments/DIRT   

   
  
  

Co-Curricular  
At Claremont, we encourage all pupils to take advantage of the rich and diverse opportunities offered to them. 
Pupils can benefit significantly from taking part in activities outside the classroom, not only to support their 
academic progress but also to encourage their all-round development.    
  
Co-curricular activities include:  
Sports clubs and competitions  
Performing Arts clubs and Annual Production  
Peripatetic Music lessons and concerts  
Duke of Edinburgh Awards  
STEAM Clubs and activities  
  
  

Enrichment Opportunities  
Children in every year group are given the opportunity to enhance their learning through:  
  
Extensive range of co-curricular activities  
Concerts and Productions  
Intercollege - School Competitions  
Intra School Competitions (e.g. Sports, Hans Woyda, UKMT)  
Trips and Visits (e.g. Theatres, Museums, Historical places of interest)  
Residential Trips  
Leadership programmes (e.g. Prefects, Head students, Sixth Form Leadership)  
Lunchtime sports zones (table tennis, basketball, football)  
Cultural Day  
  
  
  
  

  

 


