
cĲċĬƣĲċĦőĲƖќƚШ~ĲƚƚċŊĲ

Dear Parents, Families and Carers,

As the festive season approaches, we find ourselves reflecting on the amazing hard 
work we've undertaken together during the autumn term and this Clarion a great 
reflection of the extensive variety of curriculum extension and enrichment activities 
that we have on offer here at Claremont.  

This December, as we immerse ourselves in the magic of the holiday season, let's 
take a moment to celebrate the resilience and perseverance of our Year 11 and 13 
students as they have navigated through their mock exams and UCAS applications 
with determination and grace. The ƓƨƓŔũƚќ demonstrated outstanding conduct 
during the mock exams; this is an important experience for them to prepare for the 
real thing in the , and they have experienced the highs and lows of a receiving a full 
set of results. We commend their dedication and tenacity in the pursuit of 
academic excellence.  

CLARION
DECEMBER 2025

The holiday season is a time for reflection, gratitude, and optimism for 
the future. May it bring moments of joy, laughter, and connection for 
each and every one of you. Here's to a well-deserved break for our 
students, staff, and their families, and to returning in the new year with 
renewed energy and enthusiasm. School resumes for staff and 
students on Monday 5th January.  

Wishing you all a safe, peaceful, and joyous holiday season.

Warm Regards,
N. Hyde-Boughey 
Executive Headteacher
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Chair Of Governors Message

I am pleased to share that I have taken on the role of Chair of Governors for Claremont High School, 
succeeding OliviaLouisyas of October 2025. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Olivia for her 
outstanding leadership, commitment, and dedication during her tenure as Chair. Her significant 
contributions, including her role as Lead Governor for Disadvantaged Pupils and Pupil Premium, havegreatly 
strengthenedthe governance of the school.

I have served as a governor since 2017, initially as a Parent Governor and currently as an Appointed 
Governor. I also hold responsibility as Lead Governor for Child Protection and Safeguarding. I remaindeeply 
committed to ensuring that every childhas the opportunity to thrive and achieve their full potential.

Looking ahead, I look forward to working collaboratively with the Governing Board, the school leadership 
team, and the wider community to continue driving excellence in education, safeguarding, and pupil 
achievement.

Nita Advani
Chair of Governors

Seasons Greetings From Claremont Library 

As we near the end of this ǃĲċƖќƚ final term, I hope ǃŸƨќƖĲ looking forward to the festive break. fќũũ be taking a 
short break myself, but will return during the holiday period to continue working on making the books more 
accessible for everyone.

You may have noticed gradual changes in the ũŔĤƖċƖǃќƚ appearance as more books are withdrawn from the 
shelves to make space for increasingly demanding IT equipment. I understand this can feel unsettling, but 
Ŕƣќƚ necessary to stay up to date.

Lookingback to the beginning of term, we were able to follow through with our promise of a free book to 
every year 7 (Thanks to the English department) using the book buzzscheme,we renewed our magazine 
budget to subscribe to the popular magazines read by the pupils in their library lessons. We continued the 
paired readingprogramwith wonderful help from committed 6th formers and Year 10ќƚ. We have a lively 
reading and games club on a Mondayafter school.

ìĲќƻĲ had some standout moments in the library, including our social reading space, the bingo reading 
competition, and plenty of opportunities to earn Reward points for colleges through spelling competitions, 
quiz questions, and riddlesуnot forgetting ћƣőĲ golden ƣŔĦťĲƣќг

We arepleasedto share that we have recently taken on new pupil librarian helpers, as the others are now 
concentrating on exams.We will be recruiting two more timesin the new year.

In January 2026, we will be filming our new library video and taking more staff photos reading books

fќů delighted to share that ƽĲќƻĲ had some positive discussions about making use of the conservatory 
attached to the library. Watch this space for updates!

Have a wonderful Christmas anda very HappyNew Year.

Best wishes,

Lorraine Cameron
School Librarian
Claremont High School Academy
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Pride And Principals 2025

The results are in, the grades have been counted and now Ŕƣќƚ time for Claremont High 
ÉĦőŸŸũќƚ Heads of Departments to celebrate the 2025 exam results, including special 
mention of those principal students who did especially well . Here are some ĦŸũũĲċŊƨĲƚќ 
highlightsв

ћ]ĲŸŊƖċƓőǃ A-level students had an amazing set of results, with no student getting lower than a grade B for 
the second year running! Of particular note are Prisha Sumaria and Niam Makanji, who both got an A* in 
their NEA component, and Anjeli Gupta-Nichols and Shayen Karia, who both saw their final grade increase 
by two grades since the spring mocks.

ћ]ĲŸŊƖċƓőǃ GCSE students also saw significant success with Aditya Banerjee, Urvi Bhudia, Justin Chen, 
Keira Shah, Kyle Shah and Mohit Shah all achieving a grade 9. Special congratulations go to Jay Arora-Shah, 
who achieved three grades above his aspirational target, as well as Mariam Ahmed, Sana Chowdhury and 
Havish Vimalathasa who achieved two grades above their predictions. 

ћìĲũũ done to all ŊĲŸŊƖċƓőĲƖƚгќ

Mr McDavid, Geography 

'The Business and Economics Department were particularly proud of students studying BTEC Business, 
which achieved 50% Distinction and 29% at Distinction*. Economics A-level achieved 62% A* to B and 
87% A* to C. This was the first set of results for our Economics GCSE cohort, which achieved 87% grade 4 
to 9.ќ 

Mr Michaelides, Business and Economics

ћWe were really happy with the excellent results of our Spanish cohort this year, for effort, progress and 
achievement. A hugecongratulationsto Aditya Banerjee and Veera Mehta for achieving grade 9s, which is a 
very difficult feat in languages. To Jhoan Zapata,Prashni Kanbi, Nuriya Ali, Sean Galaand Kheya Shah for 
their grade 8s. And to Thuvarakaa Chandirabalan, Livvie Qassim, David Iureca, Hitkumar Jayantilal and 
Marco Chiulan for their excellent effort and progress. Best of luck with your future endeavours, and keep 
speaking ÉƓċŰŔƚőгќ

Ms Abrahams, Spanish
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ћThe Computing Department are very proud of this ǃĲċƖќƚ A-level results. An impressive 62.5% of students 
achieved grades A*to B, while 87.5% achieved grades A*to D, reflecting solid academic performances 
across the cohort. These outcomes highlight a strong overall performance, with the majority demonstrating 
a clear grasp of key concepts and advanced problem-solving skills. The department is especially pleased to 
recognise Devesh Patel, who exceeded his aspirational target and showed exceptional strength in applying 
computational thinking and coding practices beyond expectations.

ћÑőĲ Computing Department is equally delighted with this ǃĲċƖќƚ GCSE results. An impressive 21% of 
students achieved the top grade 9, demonstrating outstanding performance at the highest level. In total, 
42% of students achieved grades 9 to 7, showcasing the strong academic ability across the cohort. Even 
more positively, 87% of students achieved grades 9 to 4, meaning the vast majority successfully passed the 
course and are well prepared for their next steps.ќ

Ms Javed, Computing

ћ~ċŰǃcongratulationsto our Year 13 Physics cohort! 57% of the grades were A* to B and over 80% C or 
above. Special shout-outs go to Abdullah Anwar, Craig Baptista, Alexandru Mihai, Devesh Patel, Flavia 
Stoian, Lacksan Vanithas and Krish Varsani for attaining Aќs. We are so proud to see that many of the 
students have secured their first-choice universities and many are going on to do courses related to Physics 
and Engineering. We wish them all the best in the future!

ћìĲũũ done also to the GCSE Physicists on their amazing  2025 results. 66% of our students attained a grade 
7 or above! The students put in a lot of hard work over the last two years and this is evident in their 
spectacular results. We hope to see them maintain this momentum as they continue with their studies in 
sixth-form.ќ

Ms Raghvani, Physics

ћCongratulationsto the A-level Chemists on their excellent results in the 2025  exams. An impressive72% 
of grades were A to B*, with 84% at A to C*, reflecting the hard work and commitment of the whole cohort. 
Specialcongratulationsgo to Abdullah Abdeen, Niharika Jani, Amy Lodha, Cyrus Moniri, Shreeya Rughani, 
Meghna Shah, Dhruv Shukla, Flavia Stoian and Ayush Trivedi on achieving A grades - a fantastic 
achievement. We are incredibly proud that so many of our students have gone on to study science-related 
courses at university. Their success is well-deserved and we wish them all the best in their next steps.

ћ9ŸŰŊƖċƣƨũċƣŔŸŰƚalso to the GCSE Chemists on their outstanding 2025 results! An impressive 94.2% of 
students achieved a grade 5 or above and 62.1% secured a grade 7 or higher - a fantastic reflection of their 
hard work and determination over the past two years. We are especially proud of the twenty studentswho 
attained a grade 9 - a remarkable accomplishment that truly highlights the commitment within this cohort. 
We are delighted to see many students choosing to continue their studies in the sixth-form and we look 
forward to supporting them as they build on this success in the years to come.ќ

Ms Roofe, Chemistry

ћThe French Department is very proud of all our students for their commitment and effort. Bravo to Kritika 
Thapa, who achieved an impressive 97% in her written paper! We are very proud and 
impressed. Congratulations also to Fariha Syed, Ilias Khan, Amelia Khan, Adelina Grosu, Lorena Cardei, 
Nuradin Dahir and Jinay Rabadiafor their incredible performance as well! We hope you keep using your 
French and remember your time in the languages classroom fondly.ќ

Ms Grandjean, French

ћThe GCSE PRE Department is once again celebrating a fantastic set of results. This reflects the hard work 
of both staff and students and the way the subject has inspired learners to think deeply and perform at their 
best. These results are a real testament to the commitment within the department and the positive impact 
PRE is having on student achievement.ќ

Mr Khan, PRE
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ћìĲ are incredibly proud of our Drama students for their outstanding achievements this year. At A-level, 
Drama and Theatre Studies achieved an exceptional 100% A to B. At GCSE, 50% of students attained grade 
7 or above, 77% achieved grade 5 or above and 86% secured grade 4 or above. These results reflect the 
ƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚќ dedication, creativity and collaboration. Both cohorts produced particularly impressive devised 
and scripted performances, with many top grades awarded for practical units that impressed both 
examiners and audiences alike. It has been fantastic to see them grow as performers and theatre makers 
and they should be very proud of what they have achieved.ќ
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Going Above And Beyond 

Claremont High School celebrates its most recent Jack Petchey Achievement Award winners

The Jack Petchey Achievement Award is given to students who have demonstrated outstanding attributes 
and qualities within a range of areas and disciplines. They are recognised with a certificate, badge and a 
£300 grant. The recipient decides how to spend the grant in a way that benefits other students at their 
school. The winners are also invited to an awards ceremony where they are presented with a medal.

Among the successful students at Claremont High School this Autumn Term was Jiya Kanbi in Year 9, who 
was nominated by the Head of Music, Mr Williams: ћsŔǃċ has made an exceptional contribution to school life 
through her enthusiasm, leadership and dedication to the arts. As a talented performer, she has inspired 
younger students by confidently performing in assemblies and showcasing her musical ability at our new 
љ7ƨƚťŔŰŊ ÉƣċƣŔŸŰњ and helping to bring creativity and joy to the wider school community.ќ 

Jiya was delighted to be named a winner: ћìőĲŰ I found out fќĬ won, I felt incredibly proud and excited. It 
was very rewarding to know that all the hard work I put into music had been noticed. Winning the award 
made me feel even more motivated to keep pushing myself and to continue growing as a musician.ќ

For these reasons, Mr Williams believes Jiya is the ideal advocate for music at Claremont: ћ7ĲǃŸŰĬ her 
performances, Jiya has demonstrated outstanding commitment as a Music Ambassador, taking 
responsibility for monitoring practice rooms, supporting other students and helping to organise key events, 
such as the Harvest Festival, which raised vital donations for a local foodbank. sŔǃċќƚ kindness, initiative 
and willingness to give her time to others make her a wonderful role-model and a thoroughly deserving 
recipient of the Jack Petchey Achievement Award.ќ

sŔǃċќƚ already given careful thought to how she might spend the grant: ћfќů recommending that the money 
be spent on a music carnival. It would be a great way to celebrate creativity, bring people together and give 
students a chance to showcase their talents. A music carnival would have a fun, positive impact on the 
whole school community.

ћf would love to help the school in a way that will benefit everyone across all years. I would also build on my 
goals to one day become a singer and musician. I want everyone to see music the way I do, which is life-
changing, full of emotion and care.ќ

This ƣĲƖůќƚ other Jack Petchey Achievement Award recipients were 
Kainat Sharnaz in Year 11 and Neel Kerai in Year 13.

Kainat was nominated by Ms Constant: ћuċŔŰċƣ has shown exceptional 
courage and determination in the face of significant personal 
challenges. Despite living with multiple medical conditions and facing 
frequent hospital visits, she continues to approach school life with 
remarkable positivity and resilience. uċŔŰċƣќƚ commitment to her 
education is truly inspiring. She attends whenever she can and gives 
100% in every lesson. Her strength, perseverance and fighting spirit 
make her a shining example to others and a truly deserving recipient of 
the Jack Petchey Achievement Award.ќ
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others make him a remarkable role-model and a fitting recipient of this award.ќ 

ћf felt extremely honoured and grateful to receive the ċƽċƖĬЯќ says Neel. ћfƣ was encouraging to know that my 
efforts within the school community, especially in Design Technology, had been recognised by several 
members of staff. The award serves as a meaningful reminder of the value of contributing positively to the 
school environment.ќ

Mr Goddard nominated Neel: ћ ĲĲũ is an outstanding member of the 
Sixth Form whose leadership, maturity and commitment to the school 
community make him a truly deserving recipient of the Jack Petchey 
Achievement Award. Throughout his time at Claremont, he has 
consistently embodied the ƚĦőŸŸũќƚ core values of aspiration, 
perseverance, excellence, enjoyment and respect. 

His commitment to the wider school community is equally impressive. 
Neel has been a regular and reliable volunteer at school events for 
several years, including open evenings, Sixth-Form recruitment days 
and charity fundraisers.

Whether assisting staff, mentoring peers, or setting a strong example 
through his work ethic and use of study periods, Neel continues to go 
above and beyond. His integrity, initiative and dedication to helping 

Tomorrow's Teachers

We meet the new recruits to Claremont High ÉĦőŸŸũќƚ teacher-training course

ћfќů looking forward to practising and improving my skills to become a great teacher, reflecting the best of 
those who have taught me in the ƓċƚƣЯќ says Ms Murray when asked about her aspirations at the beginning 
of a new teacher-training course here at Claremont High School.

The Chrysalis SCITT (School-Centred Initial Teacher Training) launched on 1st September 2025 with seven 
trainees: five at secondary school level - in Maths, English, Biology and Chemistry - and two at primary. The 
one-year programme combines practical, hands-on experience with expert-led training in teaching, leading 
to trainees gaining Qualified Teacher Status and a Post-Graduate Certificate in Education.

ћf feel apprehensive but excited about getting accustomed to the classroom ƚĲƣƣŔŰŊЯќ admits Ms Murray, 
training in English, ћƓũƨƚ familiarising myself with the school curriculum.ќ Her fellow trainee, Mr Samii, 
training in Chemistry, shares her sentiments: ћf don't feel apprehensive about the subject itself, but the 
course. Becoming a teacher is a big change from what I did professionally. I hope to become an outstanding 
teacher and help pupils understand the value of science.ќ 

Ms Bhanderi is training as a primary school teacher and knows there will be both challenges and rewards 
ahead: ћfѣů excited to step into the world of primary teaching, working with a different age group. I know it'll 
be a big change to secondary school, adapting to a new school environment. However, I'm looking forward 
to learning about the different teaching styles for younger years and I'm glad this chance has come up now. 
fƣќƚ an exciting ŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣǃгќ
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Trainees commenced their Intensive Training and Practice phase from 2nd т 15th September. This included 
seminars on classroom teaching and learning, child development and professional well-being, alongside 
structured school observations and reflective practice. Central to the Claremont SCITT approach is a focus on 
deliberate practice and instructional coaching, which trainees will receive on a weekly basis.

Despite the workload, the ƓċƖƣŔĦŔƓċŰƣƚќ enthusiasm for their subjects remains undimmed.

ћf love how Biology explains the inner-workings of life, leaving almost no stone ƨŰƣƨƖŰĲĬЯќ says Science trainee, 
Ms Hussain. ћ§ƨƖ research is unlimitedand makes Biology an excitingsubject to learn.ќ

ћf love Maths because it teaches that every problem has a solution, and with patience and practice you can find 
ŔƣЯќ explains Maths trainee, Mr Makanji.

Fellow Maths trainee, Mr Luu adds: ћf love the problem solving of numbers, patterns, shapes and logic that 
seemingly have nothing to do with the real world, but these problem-solving skills can be applied very effectively 
to it.ќ

I love that English allows different answers to the same ƕƨĲƚƣŔŸŰЯќ Ms Murray says. ћfĬĲċƚ have room to be 
explored in detail and different conclusions can be reached.ќ

Music, Maestro, Pleaseé 

A new era of music at Claremont High School hits all the right notes

ћìőċƣ I most enjoy about music is how creative a subject it ŔƚЯќ says Ali Alhemyari in Year 10. ћÑőĲ 
possibilities of what you can do are limited only by your imagination. Music is completely different to other 
subjects and I keenly believe it can be enjoyed by everyone.ќ

This is a sentiment shared by 9ũċƖĲůŸŰƣќƚ new Head of Music, Mr Williams, and Ŕƣќƚ the driving force behind 
his exciting plans for the future of music at the school: ћìĲ aim to be a national example of excellent 
pedagogy and a crucial facilitator of a musical community at a local level. As a step towards this, this year 
we are embarking on several ambitious new initiatives, includingњ~ƨƚŔĦ for The ~ċŰǃњЯin which all 
students at Key Stage 3 can say they have had the opportunity to study an instrument outside of lessons, be 
that through orchestra, samba drumming, guitar group, or any other of our numerous ensembles.ќ

Ali, who plays both the clarinet and the keyboard, is one of the 10% of students admitted to Claremont each 
year through the Music Aptitude Test (MAT), which candidates take while still in Year 5 at primary school. Mr 
Williams explains that the recently revised MAT is a way of ensuring fairness and parity: ћ ƚ far back as you 
can trace the history of music education, there has been a degree of elitism and exclusivity. Not everyone 
has been able to afford - or even be allowed - to study it. We are proud of the excellent music provision here 
at Claremont and a Music Aptitude Test is just another way of giving potential students the opportunity, 
regardless of their background, to study with us. The test assesses a child's natural ability to pick out 
changes in the musical elements т for example, shifts in tempo, whether pitch is higher or lower, etc. 
Compared to, say, a musical audition, this removes socio-economic bias as it does not require formal prior 
tuition. It also ensures cultural neutrality as it minimises the advantage of prior exposure to Western 
notation.ќ 
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LũŔќƚ certainly enjoyed his musical experiences at Claremont to date: ћÑőƖŸƨŊőŸƨƣ Year 7 I enjoyed playing 
the clarinet alongside many other talented musicians in bands and after-school clubs. We performed at 
annual concerts, which took place in school, and it was a thoroughly enjoyable time.ќ

Under Mr ìŔũũŔċůƚќ leadership, the Music Department is now increasing its offer. Those students who gain 
a place at Claremont through the Music Aptitude Test can expect an exciting programme of work ahead: 
ћÉƨĦĦĲƚƚŉƨũ candidates are entered into a specialist provision, this year updated and launched as our 
љ~ċĲƚƣƖŸƚќ Programmeњ. On this course, students have the opportunity to work towards certification for 
their theory grades across Key Stage 3 and are targeted with an exciting diet of workshops, trips and co-
curricular opportunities, such as Indonesian Gamelan, pit orchestra work and music production. This 
stretches their knowledge and skills way beyond that of the national curriculum.ќ 

It's not just students who pass the MAT that will benefit from this new approach - pupils across the year 
groups, young and old, will reap the rewards. ћìŔƣő an incredible new team and excellent new facilities, 
including our re-vamped music technology ƚƨŔƣĲЯќ says Mr Williams, ћƽĲ are offering more musical courses 
for students to study at Key Stage 5 that link closely with post-school work experience in the music and 
music technology industries. 

ћ9ũċƖĲůŸŰƣ believes in developing the whole child and music is pivotal in this. Through a carefully 
structured, knowledge-rich curriculum, high expectations and expert teaching, students are able to 
musically express themselves in a sophisticated way through both performance of great works and 
composing their own ideas. Students' positive well-being thrives and their sense of achievement is 
evident, making the school a happy and creative place to study.ќ   

It certainly seems to be working for Ali, whose musical aspirations continue to grow: ћ~ǃ ambitions for the 
future are simply to keep practising and improving my ability, and to branch out to different genres and 
instruments so I can enjoy music as much as possible. I want to go back to playing in an orchestra, to 
entertain audiences who enjoy music as much as I do.ќ 

ћ ƚ a member of staff new to the school and a Head of Department passionate about my ƚƨĤŢĲĦƣЯќ adds Mr 
Williams, ћf feel particularly lucky to work alongside such an excellent team and a headteacher who 
champions the creative arts so strongly, supporting us in our advocacy for music to become the beating 
heart of wider-school life here at Claremont.ќ 

And, as Ali says, it remains open to all: ћìőĲƣőĲƖ you enjoy performing, composing, or simply listening to 
music and analysing how it is created, music is a subject and hobby for everyone.ќ 

For more information about applying for the Music Aptitude Test at Claremont, please visit the school 
website: 

Claremont High School Academy Trust - Music Aptitude Tests

https://www.claremont-high.org.uk/Music-Aptitude-Tests/
https://www.claremont-high.org.uk/Music-Aptitude-Tests/
https://www.claremont-high.org.uk/Music-Aptitude-Tests/
https://www.claremont-high.org.uk/Music-Aptitude-Tests/
https://www.claremont-high.org.uk/Music-Aptitude-Tests/
https://www.claremont-high.org.uk/Music-Aptitude-Tests/
https://www.claremont-high.org.uk/Music-Aptitude-Tests/
https://www.claremont-high.org.uk/Music-Aptitude-Tests/
https://www.claremont-high.org.uk/Music-Aptitude-Tests/
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Innovation And Experimentation At Claremont 

ÑŸĬċǃќƚ student-scientists access tomorrow's technology 

Claremont High School recognises the importance of technological innovation in teaching and learning, 
especially when it comes to science. Ñőċƣќƚ why the school has recently refurbished its old laboratories to 
create two new state-of-the-art facilities. 

ћÑőĲƚĲ will transform the way pupils ũĲċƖŰЯќ says Ms S Patel, Director of Teacher and Learning in Science. 
ћÑőĲ new laboratories feature safe, well-equipped practical areas alongside flexible teaching spaces. The 
design makes it easy to move from theory to hands-on experiments, helping pupils build confidence, skills 
and a deeper understanding of science.ќ 

Ms Arbani, Teaching and Learning Leader, Whole School STEAM, agrees: ћEƕƨŔƓƓĲĬ with modern 
workstations, up-to-date scientific apparatus and enhanced safety features, the new labs provide an ideal 
environment for both practical experiments and collaborative learning. Natural light floods one of the 
rooms, while smartboardssupport interactive teaching methods. The thoughtful layout encourages group 
work and fosters a sense of responsibility and independence in students as they engage with real-world 
scientific challenges. The dynamic spaces not only support the science curriculum, but also nurture a 
deeper enthusiasm for discovery and innovation.'  

ћÑőĲ recent refurbishment of the science laboratories has significantly enhanced science teaching in the 
ĦũċƚƚƖŸŸůЯќ adds Ms A. Patel. ћÑőĲ transformation has had a noticeable impact on both teaching and 
learning. Students now show greater enthusiasm during practical lessons thanks to a dedicated space at 
the back of the room designed for experiments and collaborative projects. The shift from circular pods to 
front-facing tables has led to a marked improvement in student engagement and has positively influenced 
behaviour. The rooms now feel brighter and more spacious, which has created an environment that 
supports focus and active participation.ќ 

Ms S Patel is hopeful for the future: ћÑőĲ improved spaces will lead to stronger GCSE results and encourage 
more pupils to continue with science at A-level.ќ  

Innovation, experimentation and trying new ideas has always been the way forward at Claremont. 
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To Infinity And Beyondé 

Year 8 students consider the marvels of the universe from ground control at Claremont High 
School 

For a few days in November, visitors to Ms ƖĤċŰŔќƚclassroom were able to explore the great beyond in 
aspecially-curatedexhibition calledEarth and Space.  

Ms Arbani explains: ћ Ű amazing STEAMsynoptic opportunity wascreated for Year 8 on the topic of љEċƖƣő 
and ÉƓċĦĲњ - to create a poster on four extension aspects across the whole topic studied. The pupils were 
given the brief to design a poster that would not only enlighten thereader, butwould also act as akey 
source of extended research and writing. The four quadrants had to incorporate: the phases of the Moon; 
the Large Hadron Collider CERN; the Hubble Telescope; and the Big Bang Theory.ќ 

The project clearly had a significant impact on the Year 8 students taking part.  

ћÑőĲEarth and Spaceexhibition was ċůċǍŔŰŊгќ says Emaan Abbas in 8.3. ћfƣќƚone of my favourite topics in 
Science and I was glad that I wasable to learn all about it. We covered manygreat thingsthroughout the 
topic - from the ~ŸŸŰќƚ phases,to EċƖƣőќƚ gravitational field. Every lesson was packed with intriguing 
information! I was also surprised to learn how the tilt of the EċƖƣőќƚ axis can affect our seasons. We created 
remarkable fact-files and eye-catching posters. Completing my poster filled me with pride and seeingthe 
final resultafter so much effort was incredibly rewarding.ќ 

ћf really enjoyed learning about Earth and ÉƓċĦĲЯќ adds Arshia Duggal in 8.3, ћĤĲĦċƨƚĲ the lessons were 
different from our usual topics. I liked discovering new and interesting facts about the planets and the wider 
universe. I particularly enjoyed learning how everything in the solar system is interconnected. We learnt a 
variety of things - from how seasons are formed, to a clearer understanding of the relationship between the 
Earth,Moonand Sun. I was especially intrigued by how scientists investigate space using advanced 
technology, such as telescopes,satellitesand space probes. I put a lot of time and effort into my poster, so 
when I saw it on display it felt very rewardingto have my efforts recognised.ќ 

ћfƣ has been nothing short of delightful to see all the amazing ƚƨĤůŔƚƚŔŸŰƚЯќ concludes Ms Arbani. ћÑőĲ 
standard of all the projects has been fantastic. The students should bevery proudof their creative research 
ƓƖŸŢĲĦƣƚгќ 
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Itõsbeginning To Feel A Lot Like Christmasé 

Last week, staff and students alike rummaged in their wardrobes to don theirvery bestwinter woollies for 
9ũċƖĲůŸŰƣќƚ annual Christmas Jumper Dayв Many a snowman and Santa were on display! 

Not only is the event a lot of fun, Ŕƣќƚ also a terrific way to raise money for charity. A total of £1,958 was 
collected for Save the Children.  

Happy holidays, everyone! 
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Sports Update Winter 2025 

Boys Football Roundup 
This term has seen everyĤŸǃƚќyear group represent the school across a packed schedule of fixtures, 
showing strong commitment and clear development throughout.

Year 7
The Year 7 boys made their long-awaited high-school debuts with great enthusiasm. They approached their 
early fixtures with energy,teamworkand a willingness to learn, gaining valuable experience as they settle 
into competitive school football.

Year 8
òĲċƖШΥШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲĬШƣŸШĤƨŔũĬШŸŰШũċƚƣШǃĲċƖќƚШƓƖŸŊƖĲƚƚШƽŔƣőШċŰŸƣőĲƖШƖƨŰШŸŉШĦŸůƓĲƣŔƣŔƻĲШŉŔǂƣƨƖĲƚЮШÑőĲŔƖШƓĲƖŉŸƖůċŰĦĲƚШ
showed improvedorganisation, bettercommunicationand increasing confidence on the ball across the 
term.

Year 9
The Year 9 boys enjoyed a strong term, recording multiple impressive wins including a 4т2 victory over 
HLAW. Theydemonstratedsolid attacking play and good composure in key moments, reflecting their 
growing maturity as a team.
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Year 10
Despite a tough set of fixtures, Year 10 displayed great resilience and competitiveness throughout the term. 
Even in narrow defeats, the squadmaintainedhigh work-rate and discipline, showing promising signs for the 
rest of the year.
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Sixth Form
The Sixth Form boys delivered some standout performances, including a memorable 6т1 win after turning 
around a first-half deficit. Their ability to adapt under pressure and raise their level has been a real highlight 
of the term.

]ŔƖũƚќШ[ŸŸƣĤċũũШÅŸƨŰĬƨƓ

It has been a hugely positive term for ŊŔƖũƚќ football across all year groups, with plenty of fixtures, 
greatdevelopmentand strong commitment from our players.

Year 7 made their long-awaited high-school 
debuts, showing real determination in their early 
matches. Despite not always getting the results 
they wanted, the squaddemonstratedexcellent 
perseverance and clear improvement with each 
game.
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Year 8 continued to build momentum, taking part in 
competitive fixtures and showing strong teamwork 
throughout the term. Their participation and energy across 
matches have been a real highlight.

Year 9 enjoyed a particularly impressive run, securing 
multiple wins and producing confident attacking 
performances. They also representedthe school in the 
Middlesex Cup, gaining valuable experience and showing 
great character throughout the competition.
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]ŔƖũƚќШ ĲƣĤċũũШÅŸƨŰĬƨƓ
It has been a hugely positive term for netball across the school, with pupils from multiple year groups 
representing Claremont in tournaments and friendly fixtures. Year 7 made an excellent start to their 
competitive journey, taking part in their first games and showing strong progress throughout. Year 8 
delivered an impressive showing at the Brent Tournament, securing 2nd place in Pool A and 3rd place in 
Pool B, demonstrating real development in teamwork and consistency. Year 9 continued this momentum 
with determined performances in both league fixtures and competitions, earning wins despite tough 
opposition. Our Sixth Form girls also enjoyed a standout term, winning three out of four matches at their 
local tournament and impressing with disciplined defensive displays and confident attacking play. Overall, 
it has been a term full of commitment, determination and growth for netball at Claremont. 

Across all groups, the girls have shown fantastic enthusiasm and commitment, 
proudlyrepresentingClaremont and continuing to grow as players every week.
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Claremont Colleges Update: A Strong Start to the Year 

The College system has once again been a vibrant and integral part 
of life at Claremont this term. With competition well underway and 
student engagement high, our four Colleges у Emerald, Sapphire, 
Scarlet and Gold у have embraced the challenge to take part, get 
involved and try something new. IN

 S
C

H
O

O
L

A Warm Welcome to Our New Year 7s 
We are delighted to once again welcome our new Year 7 students into the Claremont College community. 
They have settled in brilliantly and have already begun contributing positively to College life through 
competitions, assemblies and events. The College system plays a key role in helping students feel a sense 
of belonging, identity and pride, and it has been fantastic to see our youngest students getting involved so 
confidently from the very start. 

College Slogans: Student Voice in Action
Our whole-school slogan у TAKE PART, GET INVOLVED, TRY SOMETHING NEWу applies just as 
strongly to our College system, and this term we have taken this even further by launching 
a Collegeslogan competition. Every form groupsubmitteda slogan suggestion, and students then voted 
for their favourites. The winning slogans will be revealed in January and will be used to promote and 
support each College, ensuring that student voice sits at the heart of Collegeidentity.

Competitions Well Underway
The year began with the ever-popular Plays in 7 Days competition, run by the Drama Department. This 
year it was Gold College who took first place, impressing judges with their creativity, teamworkand 
performance skills.

New Leadership in Gold College 
This year also marks an exciting new chapter 
for Gold College, with Ms Byrne and Ms S Patel 
taking on leadership roles. They have made an 
immediate impact, helping Gold get off to a 
strong start in the leaderboards and energising 
students with their enthusiasm and 
commitment. We are excited to see how Gold 
continues to grow under their leadership. The 
heads of Gold college join our other leaders, Mr 
Lipman (Emerald), Mr Crust (Sapphire), Ms 
Beauchamp (Scarlet) 
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The Autumn term also saw each form group showing their creative talents in the form board competition. 
It has been wonderful to see such a variety of interesting and bold form boards in the classrooms. It was a 
difficult decision, but the senior team awarded top points to 10.11 in Scarlet college.

Sporting competitions have also been a major highlight. Inter-college badminton has been a real success, 
with Emerald dominating the Year 11 tournament and Scarlet claiming victory in the Year 10 competition.

This term also saw the launch of our Inter-College Sports Week, involving students across all year groups. 
?ƨƖŔŰŊШőċũŉШƣĲƖůШΝЯШĦŸůƓĲƣŔƣŔŸŰƚШŉŸĦƨƚĲĬШŸŰШĤŸǃƚќШŉŸŸƣĤċũũШċŰĬШŊŔƖũƚќШŰĲƣĤċũũЮШÑőĲШƖĲƚƨũƣƚШƽĲƖĲШĦũŸƚĲũǃШ
fought, with Gold finishing in first place, followed by Scarlet, Emerald, and Sapphire at the end of round 1.

Our second round of sport inter-college competitions took place at the start of December. Scarlet have 
over taken the leaders to finish in first place at the end of round 2.
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Creative Competition and College Pride
We also introduced a brand-new Form Board Competition, challenging form groups to create the best 
display board that reflected College pride and creativity. The standard was incredibly high, but after much 
deliberation, the Senior Team selected Scarlet College as the winners.

Staff Leading by Example
Staff have once again fully embraced the College ethos. This term saw a significant moment in the staff 
netball competition, with Sapphire claiming their first victory in many years, dethroning long-time 
champions Emerald. Meanwhile, the festive staff baking competition was won by Emerald, whose 
beautifully designed gingerbread house impressed judges and colleagues alike.

College Prefects: Leadership in Action
Our College Prefects have been outstanding this term. They played a key role as tour guides during our 
annual Open Evening, represented the school brilliantly, and have taken on new responsibilities as student 
journalists, contributing articles to both the school website and Clarion. They are also busy preparing a 
series of College assemblies for the new year у although for now, these plans remain top secret!

Assemblies That Inform and Inspire
Alongside College-specific events, students across all Colleges have taken part in a wide range of 
engaging assemblies covering topics such as world news, environmental issues, and how our school and 
teaching methods work. We hope these assemblies provide students with valuable insight, encourage 
reflection, and support them in becoming thoughtful, informed members of the school community.

Positive Behaviour, Co-Curricular Participation and Attendance. 
Students continue to earn points for their Colleges through positive behaviour and active participation in 
co-curricular activities. As part of our continued drive on attendance, we are also awarding each college 
points for termly attendance record. Here are the results from the first half term (November т December):

These achievements demonstrate how students across all Colleges are working hard to embody 
9ũċƖĲůŸŰƣќƚ values.

These are the current leader boards at the end of Term 1.

Co-Curricular Participation
(November т December)
Scarlet - 164
Emerald - 159
Sapphire - 152
Gold - 140

Overall Positive behaviour
(November т December) 
Sapphire - 7630
Emerald - 6587
Gold - 6365
Scarlet т 5240

Term 1 attendance
(September т December)
1st Sapphire - 94.46%
2nd Emerald - 93.84%
3rd Scarlet - 93.51%
4th Gold - 93.27%
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Looking Ahead
It has been a fantastic term for the Claremont College system, with high levels of participation, creativity 
and competition across the school. As we move into the new year, we look forward to revealing the new 
College slogans, launching more assemblies and events, and continuing to build a strong sense of College 
pride.

Well done to all students and staff for truly living the College ethos у the competition is well and truly on

Current leaderboards (December 2025)

Mr. Lipman
Acting Assistant Headteacher/Head of Colleges



Head of Claremont 6 th  Welcome

Sixth form

As we approach the festive season, I want to take a moment to reflect on what has been an 
incredibly busy and rewarding term in the Sixth Form. From September through to December, our 
students havedemonstratedresilience, ambition, and a real sense of community.

We began the year by welcoming our new Year 12 cohort and supporting Year 13 as they embarked 
on their final year of study. The transition events and induction sessions set a strong foundationfor 
success, and it has been wonderful to see students settling into their courses with enthusiasm.

This term has been packed with highlights:

ÅUniversity and Careers Guidanceт Year 13 have been preparing for the next stage of their 
journey, with many personal statements redrafts, applicationssubmittedand interviews pending. 
We wish them every success and fingers crossed for lots of offers!

ÅEnrichment and Leadershipт Sixth Form students have taken leading roles in school events, 
from Open Evening, Sixth Form recruitment evening, and fundraising initiatives,showcasingtheir 
commitment and creativity.

ÅAcademic Excellenceт Year 13 November mocks and Year 12 December exams will no doubt 
have provided valuable feedback for students, and we are proud of the hard work and 
progressdemonstratedacross all subjects.

ÅCommunity and Wellbeingт Our Sixth Form cohort has been enjoying the Sixth Form centre 
facilities and continue to strengthen connections between them and the lower school, finding 
time to unwind and find balance in their busy schedules.

As we look ahead to the new year, we remainfocused on supporting every student to achieve their 
goals and thrive both academically and personally. Thank you to all students, staff, and families for 
your continued support and partnership.

Wishing you all a joyful Christmas break and a successful start to 2026.

Best wishes,
Dr. Nicolaou
Assistant Headteacher Sixth Form
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Sixth form

A huge thank you to all the students and staff who were involved in making Sixth Form Recruitment 
evening run so smoothly. The student guides in particular were exemplary in their representation of 
Claremont Sixth during what is a hugely important evening in the school calendar. They carried 
themselves superbly, answering a variety of questions and advising year 11 applicants on the 
choices they need to make when transitioning from GCSE to A-Level. 

The application process is now well underway and we look forward to providing students with 
offers in due course.
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A Successful 6th Form Recruitment Evening

Debate Club Success!

On November 13th, Maryam, Nicole & Tyler took part in 
the English Speaking Union's School's Mace 
competition, which is the UK's largest and longest-
running debate competition. It was hosted by Harrow 
Boy's School in their War Memorial Building hall. The 
team were accompanied by Kanha, who did sterling 
work as first substitute, especially during preparation 
for the event. 

Claremont's motion was "This House would ban 
relationship and dating-based reality TV", which they 
were drawn to propose. They performed incredibly, 
meeting righteous anger (Maryam & Nicole) with cutting 
humour (Tyler). Everyone had an enjoyable night, and 
the audience agreed that Claremont were among the 
most entertaining public speakers at the event. 

However, they faced very stiff competition from the 
likes of Harrow, St Helen's and Kingsbury High, and 
unfortunately the judges did not qualify them to 
advance to the next round of the competition. 
Regardless, there were no regrets at the end of the 
evening and the team parted ways in high spirits, 
despite the rain!

We look forward to next year's competition! 



Sixth form

We have now kicked off another term with our brilliant Enrichment program. Mr Warren and Ms Bhanderi 
have led sessions on personal statements and study skills.

Year 13 students also participated in valuable enrichment session led by WizeUp, a financial education 
program supported by the Jack Petchey Foundation. These workshops were designed to equip students 
with essential life skills in financial literacy as they prepare for future independence. Year 12 students 
attended a session focused on driving tests which many of them will be exploring over the next year.

Both year groups left with practical tools and knowledge to make informed financial decisions, laying the 
groundwork for future financial independence and success.
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Enrichment Update

Chrysalis Dance Night: A Joyful Navratri Celebration

On 10th October, students and staff came together for the Chrysalis Dance Night, a vibrant celebration of 
Navratri. The event was filled with music, colour, and energy as students and staff joined in to celebrate this 
important cultural festival through dance and community spirit.

Many of our Sixth Form students played 
a key role in setting up the event, from 
decorating the hall to helping with 
music and logistics. Their efforts 
helped create a warm and welcoming 
atmosphere for everyone. The evening 
was full of laughter, dancing, and 
celebration, bringing together students 
from across the school. Events like this 
highlight the strength of our school 
community and the joy of embracing 
cultural traditions together.



Sixth form

This term, the school community proudly celebrated the incredible achievements of Year 12 student 
Thuvarakaa and 2023т2024 Head Girl Vithoosha, who recently completed their Arangetram (a classical 
Indian dance debut marking years of dedication, discipline, and artistic growth.) The event was attended by 
many current and former students, as well as staff, friends, and family who gathered to witness this 
significant cultural milestone. Both dancers captivated the audience with their skill, grace, and expressive 
storytelling through movement, showcasing the rich traditions of classical Indian dance.

Their performance was not only a personal achievement but also a proud moment for the wider school 
community, reflecting the ƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚќ commitment, talent, and cultural pride. Congratulations to Thuvarakaa 
and Vithoosha on this remarkable accomplishment!
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Celebrating Thuvarakaa  and Vithooshaõs Arangetram



Co-Curricular At Claremont: 
September ð December 2025

Co-Curricular
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As the term comes to a close at Claremont High School, we 
celebrate the outstanding engagement and enthusiasm 
displayed by our students in a diverse array of co-curricular 
activities. At Claremont, we refer to these activities as "Co-
Curricular," recognising the integral role they play in 
fostering student development, well-being, teamwork, and 
the exploration of diverse interests. 

This term, our Co-Curricular program has had a huge range of activities spanning various areas across the 
school. From drama, music and sports to word games, chess, Marial Arts, debating and beyond т We have 
provided a rich variety of opportunities for students to discover and cultivate their passions. 
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One remarkable aspect of this term has been the widespread 
participation, with over 900 students (over 53% of students) 
from all across the school engaging in at least one co-curricular 
activity. It's heartening to see our students not only embracing 
these opportunities but often participating in multiple activities, 
clubs, and school events.

A big well done to all year groups for their participation, in 
particular Year 8 which has seen over 200 students taking part in 
at least one activity this term.

This level of involvement speaks volumes about the commitment and enthusiasm our students bring to the 
table. Participation in co-curricular activities goes beyond the classroom, offering students a chance to learn 
new skills, build camaraderie, and explore their potential in a supportive environment. The benefits extend 
beyond academic achievements, encompassing personal growth, enhanced social skills, and the 
development of a well-rounded personality.
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Top 10 form groups for student participation (September т December)

Top student participation (September т December)
Well done to the following students who have attended 5 or more clubs or activities this term.

Lamya Aldarwish 7.2
Tom Inniss-Brown 7.2
Suhani Gudhka 7.2
Sara Hapurne 7.2
Miriam Cristian 7.2
Sahasra Sristy 7.6
Mahi Kerai 7.9
Mayan Patel 7.9
Rosie Wooldridge 8.1
Zameyl Johnson 8.2

Razvan Nicu 8.7
Layla Hamid 8.7
Yathei Wong 8.9
Shanel RonliSinghawansa 9.2
Aarisa Patel 9.5
Maya Sidar 9.7
Jiya Kanbi 9.9
Siya Bedi 10.11
King-Karim Simmons 12.6

As we reflect on the success of this term's co-curricular program, it's essential to extend our gratitude to 
the dedicated staff members who generously contribute their time and expertise to lead these enriching 
activities. 

Looking ahead, we are excited to announce a new Co-Curricular timetable scheduled to commence in 
January 2026. This updated schedule will continue to provide a diverse range of activities, to help students 
find and pursue their interests. 

Mr Lipman
Acting Assistant Headteacher/Co-Curricular Co-ordinator 
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Access All Areas 

One lucky Claremont High School student learns just what it takes to put on a show

ћEƻĲƖ wondered what Ŕƣќƚ like to work for xŸŰĬŸŰќƚ leading, independent, not-for-profit ƣőĲċƣƖĲеќ

Thatwas the questionposed byThe Old Victo its ћÉĦőŸŸũƚ 9ũƨĤќЯofferingtwenty lucky students, aged 14 to 
18, the opportunity to participate in a week-long work experienceplacement at the theatre back in 
July. Participants would: discover how a producing theatreoperates; meetindustry professionalsto find out 
more about careers within the arts and business; develop key employability skills (teamwork, 
communication, problem solving and public speaking); and watcha main stage show at The Old Vic.

Many students applied, with sixty young people being 
chosen to take part in a one-day selection workshop to 
find the final twentyв And Claremont High ÉĦőŸŸũќƚ 
very own Riya Depala, then in Year 11, was one of the 
lucky few! 

ћìőĲŰ I received the confirmation e-mail saying fќĬ 
been chosen for the work experience I was completely 
ƚőŸĦťĲĬЯќ admits Riya, ћĤƨƣ also absolutely thrilled! I 
honestly őċĬŰќƣ expected to be selected, especially 
after seeing so many talented people during the 
workshop. fќĬ been preparing myself for the worst, 
reminding myself that even being chosen to attend the 
selection workshop was already an achievement. So 
when I found out fќĬ made it through, I was genuinely 
over the moon.ќ 

The participants took part in a series of challenges set by different departments, such 
as producing,marketing andeducationandcommunity. Through each session, they gainedan insight into 
how a busyproducing theatreoperates. At the end of the weekthey workedtogether as a team to curate, 
plan and run their own panel event, putting to use all the knowledgethey had gained over the course of 
thefive days.

ћÑőĲƖĲ were many things I really enjoyed about the ĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲЯќ reflects Riya,ћĤƨƣ for me, the highlight 
was being surroundedby people who are genuinelypassionateabout theatre. It was inspiring to see 
everyone's enthusiasm come together as we worked towards our final event. What made it even more 
special was how kind and supportive everyone was - there was never any fear of being judged for loving 
theatre. That sense of acceptance really boosted my confidence and helped me feel more comfortable 
expressing myself. Overall, the experience deepened my connection with theatre. It reminded me why I love 
it so much and made me feel even more excited to keep exploring it.

ћ§ŰĲ of the biggest things I gained from this experience was a real boost in confidence, plussome amazing 
new theatre friends. Going into it, I honestly thought it would just be a few workshops and tasks to tick off. 
But looking back,fќƻĲrealised how much more it gave me. It really pushed me to use and grow different 
skills, like teamwork, problemsolvingand creativity. I can see now how valuable those skills will be in the 
future, whatever I end up doing. But this experience has also made me seriously consider a future in 
theatre-Ŕƣќƚsparked my interest even more and shown mejust how exciting and rewarding it can be.ќ
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Full -throttle 

Claremont students race to the theatrical finishing line 

A robot, a tortoise and a forestв plus a rubber duck. What does it all mean? The return of the Drama 
?ĲƓċƖƣůĲŰƣќƚ ever-popular ћÂũċǃ in 7 ?ċǃƚќ of course! 

The concept is simple: students have just seven days to devise a piece of drama - two minutes in length for 
groups, one minute for solo performers т responding to one of three given stimuli. They then rehearse their 
mini-plays for a week and perform them in front of a panel of judges, plus their peers, on the seventh day. It 
started on Friday 12th September this year and the final performance was a week later. 

What would be the result? Friday 19th September provided the answerв An afternoon of fun, creativity and 
theatrical daring. After much debate, the judges finally awarded first place to ћ7ĲċƣĲŰ by a Rubber ?ƨĦťŔĲќЯ 
devised and performed by Year 8 students Mehdi Abbas, Loran Aljarad, Samantha Rose Otaruoh and 
Armaan Sharm. Acting Awards went to Mehdi Abbas in Year 8 and the following Year 9 students: Khushi 
Agravat, Ryan Gandhi, Aarisa Patel, Johan Poulloura and Maya Sidar. In addition, Creativity Awards were 
given to Year 10 students Siya Bedi, Alyson Newman-Stewart and Shayna Varsani and to Year 12 students 
Mariam Al-Shdifat and Jaanvi Bharj. And Best Newcomer Awards went to Reeva Arjan, Risha Bhudia, Freya 
Dodhia and Maahi Patel, all in Year 7.

ћf was shocked and thrilled to learn that I had won an ċƽċƖĬЯќ admits Mehdi Abbas. ћfƣ certainly made all the 
practising worthwhile! Although I was initially a little anxious on stage, I soon found that I enjoyed it and felt 
proud of myself.ќ

ћxĲċĬŔŰŊ up to our performance, my team and I spent many restless days and nights practising and ƖĲƻŔƚŔŰŊЯќ 
explains Armaan Shah. ћ§ƻĲƖċũũЯ љÂũċǃ in 7 ?ċǃƚњ was an exhilarating and enjoyable competition. I will 
definitely be participating again next ǃĲċƖгќ

ћìőĲŰ ǃŸƨќƖĲ on stage, you feel nervous initially, but once you get going it feels exciting and fun to perform to 
an ċƨĬŔĲŰĦĲЯќ says Khushi Agravat. ћThe experience teaches you to throw yourself at something full-throttle 
and enjoy the journey it takes you on, because you ĬŸŰќƣ get the opportunity to do it anywhere else.ќ

Ms Norrish, Head of Drama, was certainly very pleased with this ǃĲċƖќƚ event: ћfƣ was such a joy to see the 
ƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚќ creativity and enthusiasm throughout the week. The department was full of energy, with 
rehearsals happening daily and a real sense of excitement! From Year 7 right through to Year 13, it was 
brilliant to see so much collaboration - pupils writing scripts, directing, sourcing props and supporting one 
another every step of the way. The ƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚќ hard work really paid off and they absolutely delighted the 
judges - Ms Woolford, Mr Lipman, Ms Nirodi and myself - as well as a full and very appreciative KS3 
audience. This ǃĲċƖќƚ challenge was to include the line, љ?ŸŰќƣ forget the rubber ĬƨĦťŔĲгњ in every 
performance and, as always, the students rose to it with great humour and ŔůċŊŔŰċƣŔŸŰгќ

To inspire the young creatives, they were 
presented with three different stimuli: an 
illustration of a robot sitting in the 
branches of a tree clutching a kite; a 
newspaper headline stating, ћÑŸƖƣŸŔƚĲ 
found a mile from home nine months 
after going ůŔƚƚŔŰŊќ; and the start of a 
story about magical creatures in a forest. 
And, just for fun, each play had to 
include the line: ћ?ŸŰќƣ forget the rubber 
ĬƨĦťŔĲгќ
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Green Leaders Intercollege Competition: Celebrating 

Creativity And Sustainability

Our recent Green Leaders Intercollege competition was a vibrant showcase of creativity, environmental 
awareness, and marine biology. Pupils were challenged to design models of endangered sea animals using 
recycled materialsуand they truly rose to the occasion.

From plastic bottles and used cardboard to balloons and even pistachio shells, students transformed 
everyday waste into stunning marine masterpieces. The entries included imaginative representations of 
whale sharks, flapjack octopuses, dolphins, turtles, and more, each crafted with care and ingenuity. 

Every pupil who entered will earn points for their college, and the top three entriesуselected by staff and a 
small panel of pupils including the Green Leadersуwill receive their prizes after the Christmas break.

ìĲќƖĲШŔŰĦƖĲĬŔĤũǃШƓƖŸƨĬШŸŉШƣőĲШĲŉŉŸƖƣШċŰĬШŔůċŊŔŰċƣŔŸŰШƚőŸƽŰШĤǃШċũũШƓċƖƣŔĦŔƓċŰƣƚЮШòŸƨƖШƽŸƖťШŰŸƣШŸŰũǃШ
highlighted the plight of endangered marine life but also demonstrated how recycled materials can be used 
to powerful effect.

Stay tuned for our next intercollege competition, inspired by a certain Royal and a camera... more 
details to follow!
Ms Cairns and Mr Sewell 
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MFL Online Cooking Sessions

Over the course of the last term, we have carried out two MFL cooking sessions online with the Year 7 
pupils. Attendance has been great and the cooking skills that the pupils have demonstrated have been 
excellent. Despite some burning issues, a few dropped pancakes and some rather questionable biscuits, 
most of the pupils have had a great time, broadened their cooking skills and learnt a bit of both French and 
Spanish while eating food from those cultures.

A special congratulations to Hassan Al Muktar and Rut Timofte in 7.1 for their professional looking 
pancakes and to Aarna Baraiya also in 7.1 for her phenomenal biscuit decorating skills. 

A special mention to Umaimah Khaled in 7.1 for her participation and incredible enthusiasm! If you are 
interested in joining the next session in January, please ĬŸŰќƣ hesitate to find Ms Abrahams in L01. 
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Word Game Club

Word games club has been running weekly since the start of the co-curricular schedule. We meet every 
Friday lunchtime for a manic but very educational 30 minutes. The three games we have been focusing on 
so far have been scrabble, Boggle and Bananagrams. The group favourite is probably Boggle - the 3 minute 
word game where you have to find as many words of 3 letters or more in a grid. 

It gets pretty competitive, particularly if Ms Francois, Ms Assad and Ms Abrahams are playing against each 
other! Thanks to all the teachers (Mr Mundy and Ms Defrance) and pupils who attend regularly - it is a 
lovely moment of learning and joy that is shared between us all! 
And yes, Word games are cool! 

Ms Abrahams 
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The Great Claremont Bake Off  

Mixing bowls and spoons at the readyв Claremont students cook up a storm!  

Something smells good over in the Technology Blockв Could it be scones or cookies? The answer is: both. 
ÑőĲǃќƖĲ the work of the Baking Club, which meets every Thursday after school.  

According to Ms Kandaiah, who runs the club: ћÑőĲ main aim is to build a community where members can 
explore baking as both an art and a skill. We focus on learning together, experimenting with different styles 
and ingredients, and supporting one another in improving our baking confidence.ќ 

Coming up on the menu are cheesecakes and lots of savoury bakes, including mini quiches, pizza and 
samosas. Yum! 

ћ~ǃ favourite baked goody has to be blossom flower ĦŸŸťŔĲƚЯќ says Year 8 club member, Kiya Patel. ћÑőĲǃ 
were nice and easy to make and colourful, with a lovely taste! The most challenging to bake, so far, has to be 
the scones. We had to develop our skills in mixing flour and butter.ќ For fellow club member, Izzy Zscherpel, 
also in Year 8, her favourite bake were the cheesecakes: ћÑőĲǃ were very nice - not too sweet.ќ 

Baking is something Ms Kandaiah is clearly very passionate about: ћfќƻĲ always loved the way baking brings 
people together. fќů a wedding cake designer, so baking has been an integral part of my own culinary 
journey. Whether Ŕƣќƚ trying out new recipes, learning new techniques, or simply enjoying it - and of course 
eating - baking creates a warm and welcoming space for creativity. I wanted to share that with students who 
feel the same, or who are curious to find out more.ќ 

Members of the Baking Club will get a recipe book at the end of the term plus a certificate of 
participation. For Kiya, Ŕƣќƚ been a very rewarding experience: ћf joined the club to gain a new skill in life and 
to have fun. fќƻĲ most enjoyed having to make things fќƻĲ never made before.ќ fǍǍǃќƚ most enjoyed ћƓƨƣƣŔŰŊ 
together the dishes and decorating ƣőĲůќ.  

ћÖũƣŔůċƣĲũǃЯ the aim of the Baking Club is not only to have a relaxed and fun ĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣЯќ says Ms 
Kandaiah, ћĤƨƣ the hope that participants come away with new recipes and techniques and a sense of 
accomplishment, teamwork and friendship. Most of all, I hope the club inspires everyone to keep baking and 
ƚőċƖŔŰŊгќ 



Sweet Success: Staff Gingerbread Showdown Brings 

Holiday Cheer
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11th December 2025 - Laughter, creativity, and a healthy dose of friendly competition filled the air last week 
as the school staff gathered in their respective colleges for the highly anticipated Gingerbread Design 
Competition. The event proved to be a resounding success, fostering teamwork, sparking imagination, and 
building a strong sense of community among faculty and administrators.

Teams from various departments rolled up their sleeves, transforming simple gingerbread pieces and an 
array of candies into stunning architectural (and sometimes abstract) masterpieces. The rule was simple: 
all visible parts must be edible, except for the base, allowing for maximum originality.

3D-printed, edible elements. Other awards, such as "Most Creative" and "Most Festive Flair," and the best 
Ginger Snap ensured that the effort of all participants was recognized.

The competition served as a powerful team-building exercise, with colleagues collaborating and sharing 
stories in a relaxed environment. "This event was a wonderful reminder of the importance of teamwork, 
creativity and, most importantly, having fun together," said Ms Kandaiah "We're already looking forward to 
next year's competition!".

The gingerbread houses/structures ranked from 1st place to 4th

1st Emerald 
2nd Scarlet
3rd Gold 
4th Sapphire

The creations were a testament to the hidden 
talents within the school, with designs ranging 
from traditional, snowy cottages to innovative, 
chocolate moulding structures complete with 
intricate detailing and unique themes. "It was 
wonderful to see everyone having fun and 
working together on something outside of our 
usual roles, the heat was definitely on, and it 
was not the ovens" - said Ms Kandaiah

"Overall Best" prize for their impressive multi-
level structure that even incorporated



The Little Things

A group of Claremont students travel to Southern Africa to learn that the smallest necessities often 
bring the greatest rewards

experiencesќ around theworld. 

The group from Claremont were there to work alongside a Neighbourhood Care Point (NCP), supporting 
local communities through building projects, landscaping and installing gardens. The aim is to improve 
access to education, support teacher training and play a small part in breaking the cycle of poverty.

ћ§ŰĲ of the biggest highlights from the trip was the community initiative at the  9ÂЯќ says Andrei Simion, 
also in Year 13. ћÑőŔƚ was really unexpected as I ĬŔĬŰќƣ believe fќĬ enjoy it as much as I did. Yes, it was a lot of 
hard manual work, but it was rewarding work. I felt like I accomplished something each and every day I was 
there. The people at the community were amazing, so friendly and welcoming. Not to mention how 
incredible the kids were - seeing them so happy at the end of each day.ќ

Ambika agrees: ћìŸƖťŔŰŊ alongside the NCP and having the chance to play with the children, learn their 
language, watch dance performances and just take in the new environment was very rewarding.ќ

World Challengeis known for its emphasis on student-led travel and responsible tourism and this trip 
definitely gave Claremont pupils the chance to step outside their comfort zones into a culture vastly 
different to their own.

ћ§ŰĲ challenge was the lack of facilities ƣőĲƖĲЯќ says Andrei. ћ7ċƖĲũǃ any showers, proper toilets or kitchens.ќ 
Mr Maberly also noted this contrast with what most of us are used to back in the UK: ћsƨǂƣċƓŸƚŔŰŊ London 
living with Eswatini realities, our students saw and hopefully began to understand just what we have and 
take for granted in the face of what the people we visited simply do not have and, in many cases, cannot 
even hope to have.ќ

Ambika recalls a challenge of a different kind when she and the group had the opportunity to explore the 
local landscape: ћf had to learn how to control my fears when we were hiking, almost climbing, on a four-day 
trek. But thanks to Mr Maberly, I was able to push through and enjoy the experience on a whole other level.ќ 
The trek was also one of ŰĬƖĲŔќƚ highlights: ћfƣ was simply beautiful. A fair bit of challenging hiking, but 
thanks to our amazing guides it was so enjoyable. I loved it.ќ

Mr Maberly felt an overwhelming sense of gratitude whilst there: ћfŰ Eswatini there was a lot of laughter - 
among the group, with our guides, with the locals we met. So much joy. For me, that was the highlight.ќ

So what, ultimately, does he think the students will take from the trip? ћ Ű awakening of sorts - to appreciate 
what they have, to gain a realisation of their place in the world, to see how experience shapes understanding 
and to use this as a way to grow.ќ

Ñőċƣќƚ certainly corroborated by both ůĤŔťċќƚ and ŰĬƖĲŔќƚ reflections.

ћfќũũ take the feeling of being grateful for everything around us, whether Ŕƣќƚ big or ƚůċũũЯќ Ambika says, ћċƚ fќƻĲ 
seen those who ĬŸŰќƣ even have the little things we need.ќ

ћÑőĲ main thing I learned from this trip is that you ĬŸŰќƣ need a lot to be őċƓƓǃЯќ says Andrei. ћÑőŸƚĲ kids 
there barely had anything, but I bet you ƣőĲǃќƖĲ happier than most people here with nearly everything.ќ
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ћÑőĲ biggest reward was seeing ƓĲŸƓũĲќƚ faces light 
up when we talked to them, especially the children. 
They loved holding our hands, playing netball with 
us and even just sitting around in our company.ќ

These are Year 13 student Ambika ÉőċƖůċќƚ 
reflections on her recent trip to Eswatini, formerly 
known as Swaziland. She and several other 
Claremont students, accompanied by Mr Maberly 
and Ms Smith, travelled to the country in Southern 
Africa in July as part of World Challenge, an 
organisation that enables ћtransformative travel 



PRE Trip To St Paulõs Cathedral ð Year 11

The PRE Department were fortunate enough to be able to take a group of Year 11 students to see the St 
Âċƨũќƚ Cathedral during the festive season! They were treated to a day with no rain, food and exploration. 
The students seemed to have a brilliant time taking photos, being given a tour of the Cathedral, learning 
about the key teachings within its artistry, and they even had time to question a priest on key topics for their 
exams!

After all of this you would think we were done but no! All of our students made it to the very top of the dome 
(528 steps) and back down again in one piece. 

Thank you to all involved in making this possible!
The PRE Department
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Exciting News From The Summer Clarion: Our 

Student Reporters Are Ready To Publish! 

Student Reporters Aimee Desai 10.6 and Tanay Bhardwaj 10.7 talk to members of Claremont 
High ÉĦőŸŸũќƚ Radio FM Club about creativity and community 

Every alternate Wednesday, a band of students come together in L14 where they plan their radio script for 
9ũċƖĲůŸŰƣќƚ very own Radio FM Club, led by Head of Music, Mr Williams. The podcasts will soon be 
available on the school website.

Mr Williams also hopes that ћ9ũċƖĲůŸŰƣ FM will provide students with insight into the podcasting and radio 
sectors of the music industry, preparing them for future ĲůƓũŸǃůĲŰƣќ. And in the near future the club may 
also be ћƓƨƣƣŔŰŊ on a live show and using the Tannoy system for greater visibility of the ƓŸĬĦċƚƣќ.

Club member Parin Kabriya 8.6 said: ћfѣƻĲ really been enjoying the Radio Club so far. I like the vibe and 
atmosphere of it.ќ Rosie Wooldridge 8.1 said she enjoyed ћƽŸƖťŔŰŊ with my teammate, recording and writing 
the ƚĦƖŔƓƣќ.  Several members are especially excited to try presenting on-air for the first time.

Whether ǃŸƨќƖĲ into music, storytelling, tech, or just want an excuse to talk without being told to be quiet, 
Radio Club might just be your next move. With creativity buzzing and new episodes on the horizon, 
Claremont FM is definitely something worth tuning in to.
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From Static To Stories 

This term, a small group of our student prefect team have 
been working hard behind the scenes to bring you the latest 
news in our Spring Clarion. Under the expert guidance of Mr. 
Francis, our aspiring young journalists have undergone 
extensive training on how to research, interview, and craft 
engaging news articles. 

Mr. Francis has dedicated his time and expertise to teaching 
these students the essential skills of journalism, and we are 
deeply grateful for his support in nurturing the next generation 
of writers. Our student reporters are now ready to take on the 
responsibility of delivering their very first published articles! 

The club brings together an ensemble of school events, 
student stories and creative ideas, all guided by Mr 
Williams. He commented: ћf wanted to create a space 
where students could express themselves creatively and 
share their voices with the school community. We have 
so many talented and interesting students with different 
opinions, senses of humour and passions, it just made 
sense to give them a platform.ќ

Each session, students brainstorm stories from around 
school, workshop segments - ranging from interviews to
Each session, students brainstorm stories from around school, workshop segments - ranging from 
interviews to comedy sketches - and plan their upcoming script. Once episodes are complete, the club 
hopes to upload them to the school website, giving the whole community a chance to listen in. 

As you turn the pages of this issue of the Clarion, you will get the chance to read the final reports from our 
student journalists.  

We hope you enjoy reading their articles as much as they enjoyed creating them! 



Fresh Starts All Round 

Student Reporters Zaynab Pirani 8.1, Emaan Abbas 8.3 and Layla Hamid 8.7 explore how new 
students and teachers are settling into Claremont life

On Tuesday 2nd September 2025, two hundred and seventy Year 7 students began their first day at 
Claremont filled with a mixture of excitement and nerves. From assemblies outlining expectations to 
practising safety drills, the new Year 7s had an eventful two days before the rest of the school joined them.

For many, the first days were a whirlwind of meeting tutors, finding classrooms and adjusting to the busy 
pace of secondary school life. Some students said they felt ћŰĲƖƻŸƨƚ but ĲǂĦŔƣĲĬќЯ while others were 
surprised by how quickly they began to settle in. With support from older pupils and staff on hand to guide 
them, many found the transition smoother than expected. 

We asked some of the new Year 7s how ƣőĲǃќƖĲ finding life at Claremont so far. Aena Arifi in 7.1 says: ћ ƣ 
Claremont, so far, I have been settling in quite well. Classes are fun and easy to understand, and the 
community is very welcoming.ќ She explains that, ћ~ċŰǃ things at this school may seem hard at first, but you 
soon get the hang of Ŕƣќ. She highlights the strong support ƚőĲќƚ received from both staff and pupils. 

As students continue to settle in, many have been exploring the wide range of co-curricular activities on 
offer. 'I especially enjoy Chess Club, Debating Society and, my personal favourite, ŉŸŸƣĤċũũгќ says Aydin 
Judah, also in 7.1. These activities not only help students explore their interests, but also allow them to build 
confidence and form friendships as they become part of the wider school community. 

Starting at a new school brings both excitement and nerves - and not just for students! This year, we are also 
welcoming many new staff members. Not many teachers get to talk about their first-day nerves, so we 
asked one new teacher how she felt. Ms Nirodi, teacher of English and Drama (as well as form-tutor to Aena 
and Aydin) says she felt ћŔŰƚƣċŰƣũǃ welcomed and at őŸůĲќ and described the students as ћċũƽċǃƚ working 
hard and pushing themselves to achieve great ƣőŔŰŊƚќ.

Both students and staff have been well supported during this period of change, with Aydin saying that 
ћƣĲċĦőĲƖƚ at this school are very accommodating and ƨŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬŔŰŊќ. Ms Nirodi also described Claremont 
as 'really supportive and ƽċƖůќЯ helping everyone feel quickly at home. 

With each passing day, teachers and students continue to settle into Claremont routines and values. 
Classrooms are filled with eager hands and laughter fills the corridors. Thanks to the help of staff and older 
students, everyone seems to feel welcome and happy in the Claremont community. 

We wish all new students and staff a wonderful rest of the year! 
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A Step Towards The Future  

Student Reporters Elena Cepaityte 11.4 and SabinaJiurje11.5 report on where to go for 
university and ĦċƖĲĲƖƚќ advice at Claremont High School

Everyone starts their career journey uniquely, but the need for guidance is universal. Fortunately, at 
ClaremontƣőĲƖĲќƚ ample support available. Students from Year 10 upwardsare able to visit 
externalCareersAdvisor,Mr Ingham, for help with post-16 options - fromsixth-formsand colleges, to 
university pathways,apprenticeshipsand professions. As an advisor, Mr fŰŊőċůќƚ jobis to focus 
onћƽőċƣќƚmost ŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣќto the pupil:ћ9őŸŸƚŔŰŊ a career is a journey, not a race. You can change your 
mind, try newthingsand learn as you go. The key is to keep moving forward, gainingconfidenceand learning 
more about yourself and the world of work.ќ

In the one-to-one sessions, Mr Ingham explores with the students what their priorities are. They discuss... 
Skills: What are they good at? Personality: What kind of work suits their style and interests? What do they 
enjoy learning? Using this information as a guide, they then take a deeper dive to consider various career 
ideas. ћìĲ look at career ƽĲĤƚŔƣĲƚЯќ explains Mr Ingham, ћĤƖŸƽƚĲ lists of job sectors, watch short career 
videos and sometimes explore university courses to spark ideas.ќ This helps pupils explore options they may 
not have considered before.

Mr Inghamis keen to encourage students to develop theirћĲŰƣƖĲƓƖĲŰĲƨƖŔċũ ƣőŔŰťŔŰŊќ:ћÑőĲǃ should see that 
their futureĬŸĲƚŰќƣhave to bejust about findinga job.fƣќƚabout creating opportunities, 
solvingproblemsand building something meaningful.fƣќƚcompletely normal to feel unsure about your future 
at times. YouĬŸŰќƣneed to know exactly what job you want at 15 or 16. What matters is thatǃŸƨќƻĲstarted 
thinking about it and exploring your options.ќ

The results speak for themselves...Claremont High School does an amazing job supporting their students 
with course and career ideas, with many going on to havepromising futures after their time at Claremont 
hascome to an end.
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Claremont Sets Sail With Moana

ŰĬШƣőĲШŸĦĲċŰШĦőŸƚĲвШÉƣƨĬĲŰƣШƖĲƓŸƖƣĲƖƚШ~ċƖŔċШSumanariu 8.7, Darius Rusu 8.8 and Yashvi 
Bodara 8.9 meet the cast of Claremont High School's latest production

The waves were tall at Claremont with a stirring sea of amazing performers stepping up to take part in the 
ƚĦőŸŸũќƚ annual production. The hall was filled with eager students from all different year groups ready to 
auditionв

Claremont's Drama Department has chosen Moana for this year's annual school production. Auditions took 
place on Tuesday 30th September for KS3 and Wednesday 1st October for KS4. Students were divided into 
different groups and tested on their dramatic abilities, soon demonstrating, in the words of Moana herself, 
ћcŸƽ far they'll ŊŸќ т a nice link with our co-curricular motto: ћÑċťĲ part, get involved, try something new.ќ

ћìĲ were absolutely thrilled with the Moana ċƨĬŔƣŔŸŰƚгќ says Ms Norrish, Head of Drama. ћ§ƻĲƖ 180 students 
took part, which is an incredible level of interest and a record-breaking number for us. It made casting the show 
both exciting and extremely difficult for all the staff ŔŰƻŸũƻĲĬгќ

ћf was extremely happy and excited to be ĦċƚƣЯќ says Savannah Kassouf 8.3, playing Pua. ћ ĦƣŔŰŊ and 
performing in musicals is my passion and Claremont has staged some of the best productions through their 
creative use of dancing and singing. fƣќƚ an extremely exciting and fun thing to be a part of.ќ

ћf cannot wait to bring my character, Moana, to life and act with all the other cast members, because every 
single one of them is extremely ƣċũĲŰƣĲĬЯќ says Tiah Davda, also in 8.3. ћìĲ have an amazing Moana Staff Team 
who will help anyone come out of their comfort zone.ќ

As the excitement builds, the Claremont community equally cannot wait to see how the talented students 
bring the spirit of Moana to lifeв The ocean chooses you!
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Finding The High Notes

Student Reporters Ruth Cristian and Vinaaya Patel 9.2 learn how Claremont students are 
getting to experience new instruments from Indonesia and beyond in their music lessons and 
clubs
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Mr Williams, Head of the Music Department, has created these amazing opportunities to allow students to 
expand their musical understanding and knowledge: ћìĲ hope pupils will develop depth of skill on an 
instrument of their choice, find other like-minded musicians to share their interest with and develop cultural 
knowledge that goes beyond the curriculum.ќ

Miriam Cristian in Year 7 enrolled in the Music Tech Club: ћ7ĲŉŸƖĲ I joined, I ĬŔĬŰќƣ know much about music, 
even less about music tech. However, now I enjoy music and hope to expand my ideas through other music 
clubs. After joining the Music Tech Club, me and my sister spend our evenings together on љBandLabњ 
creating funny pieces of music and lyrics that probably no one will őĲċƖгќ

If students and parents are concerned about the cost of these activites, they ŰĲĲĬŰќƣ beв The clubs are 
free! By joining, pupils can enhance their public performance and grow up to become confident musicians. 
ћÉƣƨĬĲŰƣƚ use the clubs as a platform for performing in assemblies or at our Christmas Concert, Spring 
Soiree or  Festival ĲƻĲŰƣƚЯќ explains Mr Williams.

ћÑőĲ music clubs at Claremont are ŊƖĲċƣЯќ says Dia Modha in Year 9. ћìĲ learn lots of interesting things each 
week in our new curriculum and develop our knowledge of music. fќů glad to say fќƻĲ learnt quite a bit from 
the assigned homework and the new lessons. This curriculum is definitely ƖĲĦŸůůĲŰĬĲĬгќ

From the beginning of the academic year, 
9ũċƖĲůŸŰƣќƚ Music Department has introduced 
a new curriculum and music clubs. With the 
current Year 9 planning to pick their GSCE 
subjects, Mr Williams and Mr Rudd hope to 
encourage students to find the high notes in 
their music pieces titled ћxŔŉĲќ. 

Pupils can now join a range of music clubs and 
activities, including: Big Band, Busking Station, 
Catch-Up Clinic, Chamber Strings, Claremont 
Choir, Claremont FM Student Radio, Glee Club, 
Guitar Club, Keyboard Club, Music 
Ambassador Meetings, Music Technology 
Club, Percussion Troop, School Orchestra and 
Woodwind Ensemble.
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